“See  a  Sermon” 


Stop  and  l«t  me  tell  you  what  the  Lofd  has  done  for  tpe,”  is  the  song  the  children 
are  acting  out  at  a  mission  VBS  in  the  Benndale  Community. 


Stop  and  let  me  tell  you  .  .  . 


Mary  Hatcher  of  Lucedale  put 
her  former  job  as  county  school 
nurse  together  with  that  of  associa- 
tional  mission  Vacation  Bible 
School  director  for  a  ministry  that 
is  gathering  steam  each  summer. 

In  1980,  she  began  in  her  home 
a  VBS  for  “Special  children”  — 
handicapped  and  mentally  retard¬ 
ed.  And  for  the  past  two  years,  it 
has  been  held  at  her  home  church. 
First,  Lucedale  with  Shady  Grove 
and  Rocky  Creek  cosponsoring. 

And  in  1964,  she  beg^  a  one  day 
MPRMMlinMKiL  a  black 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

community  where  she  served  as  building  in  the  black  community,  i:j 

school  nurse.  Last  year’s  version  coordination  by  one  of  their  $ 

was  a  five  day  project  that  drew  49  members  who  is  a  retired  teacher 

children  in  a  joint  project  between  and  school  bus  driver,  two  women 

Shady  Grove  and  First,  Lucedale  from  a  church  in  Ocean  Springs 

The  project  was  held  at  Sweet  (Emmanuel),  and  a  local  park:^ 

Pilgrim  Baptist  Church  in  facility  for  a  fun  day. 

Benndale.  Names  of  children  making  pro- 

The  Bible  club  was  part  of  an  fessions  of  faith  were  given  to  theiS 
associational  Link-Up  program  local  churches  for  followup, 

where  a  larger  church  links  up  “If  people  would  just  look  at-ij 
with  a  smaller  church.  Last  year’s  where  th^  are,”  says  Mrs.  Hat-;? 
Link-up  included  workers  from  two  cher,  “and  they  see  thev; 
local  churches,  use  of  a  church  bus,  possibilities,  the  Lord  will  open  up?: 
a  church  van,  drivers,  a  church  the  resources.” 


Teacher  of  the  Year 


credits  faith  in  Christ 


BRAINERD,  Minn.  (EP)  — 
'Ibacher  Guy  Doud,  winner  of  the 
most  prestigious  award  in  teaching, 
doesn’t  attribute  his  success  to  his 
education,  background,  or  personal 
qualities.  “If  there  is  any  credit  to  be 
given  for  the  success  that  I’ve  enjoyed 
as  a  teacher,  it  has  to  go  to  Jesus 
Christ,”  sayd  Doud,  who  was  recent¬ 
ly  named  National  Ibacher  of  the 
Year  by  the  National  Education 
Association.  “If  it  weren’t  for  him  I 
would  not  have  the  same  philosophy 
and  attitudes  that  I  have” 

Doud,  who  serves  as  an  elder  in  his 
church,  doesn’t  limit  his  religious  life 
to  church  activities.  “My  Christian 
commitment  directly  affects  the  way 
I  teach,”  he  explains.  “My  goal  is  to 
be  as  good  a  Christian  at  home  and  in 
school  as  I  am  in  church  on  Sunday 
morning.” 

“If  it  weren’t  for  him  I 
would  not  have  the  same 
philosophy.” 

While  some  limitations  are  placed 
on  religious  expression  in  public 
school  settings,  Doud  doesn’t  feel 
hampered  in  his  (Christian  witness. 
“There’s  no  limit  to  how  you  can  live 
or  show  your  (Kristian  love.  There’s 
a  limit  in  what  you  can  say  in  terms 
of  proselytizing.  You  "can’t  start 
preaching  to  kids,  quoting  the  Bible  at 
them.  But  I  would  rather  see  a  ser¬ 
mon  than  hear  one  any  time.” 

Doud  knows  the  impact  a  teacher 
with  Christian  convictions  can  make 
in  a  school;  as  a  high  school  student, 
he  became  a  Christian  through  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  language  instructor.  “He’d 
been  a  missionary  in  New  Guinea,” 
Doud  recalls.  “There  was  something 
so  alive  and  real  in  his  life,  and  I  knew 
he  had  something  special.  Whatever 
it  was  that  he  had,  I  wanted.  His  com¬ 
passion  ...  I  believe  the  only  true 
source  of  love  is  Jesus.  And  my,< 
teacher  lived  his  Christian  convictions 
in  the  way  he  treated  his  students  and 
ran  his  classroom.” 

Compassion  is  a  quality  that 
characterizes  Doud’s  teaching  career. 
Students  feel  free  to  approach  him 
with  problems,  including  potential 


suicides,  sexual  abuse,  teenage  abor¬ 
tions.  Last  year  a  Brainerd  student 
committed  suicide,  and  kids  from 
other  classes  came  to  see  Doud,  just 
to  talk  about  life 

“I  see  kids  with  lots  of  problems,” 
says  Doud.  “I  don’t  think  it^  ever  been 
harder  for  a  kid  to  grow  up  than  it  is 
today.  When  I  see  kids  exhibiting  ob¬ 
noxious  qualities,  I  realize  that  they’re 
crying  for  help.  One  of  my  favcHite 
verses  is  ‘Whatever  you  do  unto  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren  you  do  un¬ 
to  me.’  ” 

Why  are  today’s  children  having  a 
harder  time  growing  up  than  those  of 
past  generations?  “I  think  that 
parents  have  given  up  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  raising  their  children; 
they’ve  turned  more  and  more  of  that 
responsibility  over  to  the  schools.  If 
they  haven’t  turned  them  over  to 
schools  they’ve  turned  them  over  to 
day  care  centers.  Parents  are  taking 
less  of  a  responsibility  for  raising 
their  children,”  explains  Doud,  who 
has  two  children  of  their  own. 

“This  comes  at  a  time  when  the 
world  is  becoming  increasingly 
selfish.  It’s  the  yuppie  generation. 
Many  parents  help  promote  the  belief 
that  what’s  really  important  is  having 
a  beautiful  home,  a  two-car  garage, 
two  new  cars  in  that  garage,  a  speed 
boat,  a  camper  . . .  and  yet  the 
divorce  rate  continues  to  climb, 
alcoholism  continues  to  rise,  and  kids 
are  confused  as  to  what  is  essential. 
It’s  led  us  to  be  a  very  selfish  society. 
It’s  become  more  acceptable  to  lie 
and  cheat  and  steal.  IVaditional  sex¬ 
ual  values  have  been  thrown  out  the 
window.” 

Often  schools  are  blamed  for  this 
moral  decline,  but  Doud  says  the  [»x>- 
blem  and  its  solution  lie  in  the  home. 
“We  need  parents  to  be  leaders  in 
their  children’s  lives.  It  has  to  start  at 
home”  You  can’t  just  condemn  the 
school.  It  has  to  start  at  home.” 

As  a  symbol  of  excellence  in  educa¬ 
tion,  Doud  has  appeared  on  televi¬ 
sion’s  “(jood  Morning  America,”  and 
has  visited  President  Reagan  at  the 
White  House.  Doud,  32,  )«ceived  a 
clear  crystal  apple  from  the 
President. 


Harperville  Baptist  Church 


The  buildings  of  Harperville  Baptist  Church,  located  in  series  of  four-color  pictures  of  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
Harperville,  are  pictured  in  the  framework  of  the  cemetery  that  buildings  that  will  be  running  from  time  to  time  on  the  front 
joins  the  church  grounds.  Dan  Thompson  is  pastor  of  the  page  of  the  Baptist  Record.  (Photo  by  Don  McGregor) 
church,  which  was  constituted  in  1870.  This  is  another  in  a 
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Persecuted  Russian  Christian 
marries  Baptist  in  Siberia 


SIBERIA,  U.S.S.R.  (EP)  - 
Former  prisoner  Galina  Vilchin- 
skaya,  a  Soviet  Christian  who  has 
been  imfxisoned  for  sharing  her  faith, 
has  married  Ivan  Shapoval,  a  young 
Baptist,  and  moved  to  Novokuznetsk, 
his  hometown  in  central  Siberia.  A 
police  official  characterized  the  Oc¬ 
tober  wedding  as  “moving  to  Siberia 
to  conduct  missionary  worit,”  and  ex¬ 
tended  Vilchinskaya’s  probation 
another  six  months. 

Vilchinskaya  was  21  when  she  was 
arrested  the  first  time  in  1979;  she  and 
two  others  were  picked  up  for  con¬ 


ducting  a  Bible  camp  for  Baptist 
children.  According  to  Georgi  Vins  of 
the  International  Representation  for 
the  Council  of  Evangelical  Baptist 
(Thurches  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Inc., 
Vilchinskaya  was  subjected  to  abuse 
and  malnutrition  in  a  labor  camp  for 
criminals.  She  emerged  three  years 
later,  emaciated  and  missing  nine 
teeth. 

Vilchinskaya  was  arrested  again 
just  ten  weeks  later;  she  was  charg¬ 
ed  with  refusing  to  collaborate  with 
the  KGB  (Soviet  secret  police),  and 
shipped  off  to  Siberia. 


When  she  returned  to  her  parents 
in  November  of  1964,  after  serving  her 
second  term,  (Christians  gathered  for 
a  welcome-home  party.  The  result: 
Vilchinskaya  received  a  year  of  (Mt)- 
bation.  an  8  p.m.  curfew,  and  a  50  ru¬ 
ble  fine. 

KGB  plainclothesmen  were  present 
at  her  Oct.  20  wedding,  but  did  not 
disrupt  it. 

Vins  says,  “It  is  clear  the 
authorities  are  disturbed  by  the 
powerful  witness  of  the  simple  life  of 
a  young  girl  who  refuses  to  betray  her 
'Savior.” 
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Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


Time  to  pay  attention 


Lee  Roberts  is  a  mortgage  banker  assessment,  then  something  needs  to 
in  Marietta,  Ga.  He  is  also  the  chair-  be  done.  All  would  agree  with  that, 
man  of  this  year’s  committee  to  But  what? 
nominate  members  for  the  boards  of  Roberts  didn’t  name  the  guilty  par- 
Southem  Baptist  agencies  and  institu-  ties,  so  where  are  we  to  begin?  Are  we 
tions.  He  attended  tus  first  Southern  to  assume  that  such  a  condition  is  a 
Baptist  Covention  last  year  in  Dallas,  pretty  general  thing  at  the 
It  makes  no  difference  in  the  final  seminaries;  or,  if  he  is  right,  is  it  to 
analysis  that  he  had  attended  only  one  be  found  only  in  isolated  instances?  It 
convention  before  becoming  chair-  would  seem  that  if  we  are  to  place 
man  of  such  an  important  and  power-  credence  in  his  assessment,  we  would 
ful  committee.  It  was  the  make  up  of  need  to  know  who  he  was  talking 
this  committee,  by  the  way,  that  was  about. 

challenged  last  year  in  Dall^  and  the  Roberts*  made  his  remarks  at  a 

challenge  was  ruled  out  (rf  or^.  ’This  meeting  of  about  60  pastors  at  a  lun- 
led  to  the  suit  by  Bob  Crowder  of  Bir-  cheon  hosted  by  Park  Avenue  Chruch 
mingham  and  others.  in  Nashville.  It  was  reported  by  bap- 

Anyway,  the  fact  that  Roberts  had  tist  Press.  He  said  he  was  not  speak- 
not  attended  a  convention  before  last  ing  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
year  does  not  affect  his  right  to  serve  board  nominations  but  for  himself. 

as  chairman  of  the  conunittee  And  the  When  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ...  —  .. 

fact  of  such  little  previous  involve-  on  board  nominations,  however,  ^nomination.  The  rep^  said.  The 
rnent  should  not  particularly  affect  makes  remarks  in  public  about  the  P®nc«  Conunittee  is  wrking  ean^t- 
his  ability  to  serve  in  such  an  office  work  that  will  be  affected  by  the  ^  bndg«  bet- 

When  the  chairman  of  the  commit-  nominations  that  his  committee  will  w®*n  those  holding  diwrgent  views  so 
tee  on  board  nominations,  however,  make,  it  is  difficult  to  separate  the  niay  all  let^tmutely  coexist 

begins  to  talk  about  “false  doctrines  man  from  the  position.  together  in  lurmony  to  ac- 

and  destructive  heresies’’  being  The  overarching  question,  however,  coniplish  our  mission, 
taught  at  Southern  Baptist  seminaries  is  how  does  Roberts  know  about  these  This  is  in  no  wise  an  effort  to  pick 

and  saying  that  these  factors  com-  “false  doctrines  and  destructive  apart  any  statements  by  anyone  Elar- 
prise  spiritual  “slop,”  then  it  is  time  heresies”?  He  has  not  been  a  ly  in  the  effort  to  point  out  that  writer  of  the  note  expresses  the  belief 
to  begin  to  pay  attention.  After  all,  be  seminary  student,  and  the  likelihood  liberalism  existed  in  the  seminaries 


’The  story  has  not  been  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  previously.  We  didn’t  run 
it  because  we  just  don’t  print 
everything  that  everyone  says.  But 
when  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  board  nominations  says  that  what 
is  being  taught  in  the  seminaries  is 
“sl<^”  we  feel  that  readers  need  to 
know  about  it. 

Additionally,  the  story  points  out 
that  Judge  Paul  Pressler  of  Houston, 
’Texas,  said  that  the  Peace  Committee 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
are  “people  in  schools  whom  we  are 
paying  to  teach  our  young  people  that 
the  Bible  contains  errors.”  That, 
however,  is  not  what  the  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  reported  to  be  its  findings.  It 
reported  that  there  is  diversity  in  the 


that  has  been  quoted  earlier  in  this  In  commenting  on  Exodus  7:17  to 
piece  says  that  ^ige  Patterson,  presi-  25,  the  footnote  in  the  Criswell  Study 
dent  of  Criswell  Center  for  Biblical  Bible  says  that  the  translators  were 
Studies  in  Dallas  and  managing  editor  accurate  in  using  the  word,  blood,  but 
of  the  Criswell  Study  Bible,  has  points  out  that  verse  24  indicates  that 
forecast  downfall  for  persons  and  in-  drinking  water  could  be  obtained  by 
stitutions  which  do  not  accept  the  digging  for  it  around  the  banks  of  the 
more  conservatives’  position  that  the  river.  This  suggests,  the  footnote  adds, 
Bible  is  literally  true.  “Polks,  it  ( the  the  “blood”  could  be  filtered  out  of  the 
Bible)  is  either  true  or  it’s  not,”  the  river  source  by  the  sandy  soil.  It  notes 
story  quotes  Patterson  as  saying,  that  this  is  not  possible  with  blood  and 
“There’s  nothing  but  destruction,  further  points  out  that  what  looked  to 
decay,  and  disaster  in  any  other  way.”  be  blood  might  have  been  a  change  in 
And  yet,  there  is  a  footnote  in  the  the  color  of  the  water. 

Criswell  Stixly  Bible  following  the  end  Again  this  is  not  to  argue  the  point; 
of  Mark’s  gospel  which  notes  that  but  the  Bible  says  that  the  river  was 
there  is  dispute  about  the  ending  of  turned  to  blood,  not  that  the  water  was 
the  book.  'iW  note  points  out  that  colored  red.  It  all  leaves  one  wonder- 
some  critics  believe  that  the  book  ing  just  how  much  difference  there  is 
ends  with  verse  8  and  that  the  last  12  between  the  fundamental- 
verses  were  added  by  an  editor.  ’The  conservatives  and  the  moderate- 

conservatives.  Probably  many 
that  verse  8  is  not  the  end  and  that  the  moderates  would  feel  that  the  above 
is  that  he  has  not  spent  enough  time  (in  the  I960’s),  the  more  conservative  original  ending  has  bedh  lost.  That  is  position  is  too  liberal  for  them, 
in  a  seminap'  classroom  to  have  group  used  statements  by  pro-  all  very  well,  but,  how  does  it  square  Who  knows?  And  the  fact  of  the 
found  out  this  information  for  himself .  fessors  that  had  been  published  to  call  with  the  statement  in  the  Baptist  matter  is  that  99  percent  of  Southern 
Who  told  him  what?  Why  was  it  told  attention  to  their  thrological  drifts.  Press  story  that  the  Bible  “is  either  Baptists  don’t  care,  but  they  do  wish 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  And  this  same  Baptist  Press  story  true  or  it’s  not”?  the  war  would  be  over  in  a  hurry. 


Guest  opinion 


Confession:  Essential  healing  agent 


By  Fred  G.  Womack 

At  last  there  appears  to  be  <»  the  distuiguished  themselves  from  oppos-  with  the  old  guard  of  the  convention  the  exact  terms  of  Peter  and  Paul  who  the  allegiance  that  belongs  to  (Thrist. 

SBC  horizon  a  cloud  of  hope  “the  size  mg  SBC  platforms.  They,  in  whom  and  young  aspiring  moda:ates  in  1979.  spoke  no  English.  Suppose  a  creedal  Incidentally,  my  library  is  composed 

of  a  man’s  band”  which,  with  God  is  establishing  this  welcomed  Now,  surprisingly.  Dr.  Clark  Pin-  statement  pertaining  to  the  exclusive  of  authors  from  both  extremes  of  the 

favorable  conditions,  could  lead  to  the  precedent,  are  Dr.  C.  R.  Daley  and  Dr.  nock,  fMiner  professor  at  NOBTS  and  use  of  the  King  James  version  had  theological  spectrum.  I  am  encourag- 

quenching  of  our  seven-year  drought  CHark  Pinnock.  one  of  the  {H^gonists  of  the  inerran-  been  passed  back  then,  requiring  all  ed  by  the  conservatives’  devotion  to 

of  controversy.  Tb  what  extent  the  Dr.  C.  R.  Daley,  former  ediUH*  of  the  cy  movement  begun  in  the  mid-  SBC  collegiate  and  seminary  pro-  the  Scriptures,  zeal  at  their  task,  and 

small  cloud  may  eventually  develop.  Western  Recorder,  went  public  in  1984,  ,  sixties,  has  attested  in  his  new  book,  lessors’ affirming  signature.  Where  boldness  toward  their  message, 

of  course,  depends,  as  does  rain  itself,  confessing  what  most  knew  before  The  Scripture  Principle,  that  he  can  would  that  put  us  today?  However,  to  be  sure,  I  am  not  blind  to 

on  a  “lowering  of  the  temperatim”  hand;  but  the  confession  itself  was  a  no  longer  in  good  conscience  espouse  II  their  finitude  Some  conso^tives,  at 

and  ‘prevailing  winds.  ’Though  it  is  mark  of  greatness  and  also  of  hope,  the  classical  inerrancy  creed.  Dr.  Pin-  God  is  holding  us  before  us  times,  manifest  a  zeal  “not  acceding 

too  early  to  tell  about  prevailing  Dr.  Daley  acknowledged  that  a  long-  nock  avowed  that  be  over-reacted  emulative  examples.  ’Two  prominent  to  knowledge”  and  exhibit  a  boldness 

win<te,  a  lowering  of  the  temperature  standing  ‘Established  elite,”  made  up  against  the  emerging  “liberal  ele-  personalities,  fcxinerly  txdding  oppos-  void  of  compassion, 

and  its  accompaniment  <rf  decreasing  of  moderate,  had  manipulated  con-  ment”  in  the  SBC  and  admits  he  is  ing  philosophies,  are  cmifessing  their  In  the  same  vein,  I  am  inspired  by 
pressure  has  already  been  entered  on  vention  politics  for  years.  Moreover,  sorrowful  for  what  damage  he  may  errors  and  demonstrating  their  com-  the  fervor  of  the  moderates.  I  ap- 

meteorlogical  charts  just  north  of  us.  tl»  Kentucky  editor  declared  that  he  have  caused  in  his  young-and-less-  mon  bond  with  First  Century  Chris-  preciate  their  eagerness  to  know  and 

himself  bad  at  times  played  an  active  wise  years.  In  addition,  he  remarks  tianity.  Is  it  not  time  fcx*  all  of  us  to  do  understand  the  facts  pertaining  to  the 

.  ,  *•  role  in  this  procedure.  He  further  that  he  believes  no  honest  student  <rf  likewise?  origin  of  the  Scriptures.  I  apfdaud 

The  principle  antecedent  occasion-  noted  that  he  had  been  aware  of  how  God’s  written  Word  can  maintain  the  I,  personaUy,  confess  that  “I  am  their  persistence  to  gain  insight  into 

ing  the  cloud  of  hope  of  which  I  speak  the  moderate  monopoly  was  disen-  classical  inerrancy  position.  For  the  debtor”  both  to  the  conservatives  and  the  theological  and  historical  events 

is  the  act  of  Biblical  confessioa’Ib  my  chanting  the  conservatives  who  laymen  who  have  not  attended  a  to  the  moderates  (inerrantists  and  thatshapedthegrowthanddevelop- 

un^tanding,  confession  is  an  essen-  desired  a  share  in  the  policy-making  seminary,  classical  inerrancy  is  real-  liberals,  if  hyberbole  is  preferred).  I  m«it  of  the  church  through  the  cen- 

tial  factor  to  personal  and  interper-  and  the  glory.  As  many  of  us  recall,  ly  no  different  from  the  assumption  confess  there  was  a  time  in  my  life  turies.  But  then,  some  who  caH 

sonal  healing.  “Confess  your  sins  one  eventually  the  disenchanted  aligned  held  a  few  decades  ago  pertaining  to  when  I  had  the  ego  need  to  identify  themselves  moderates  stumble  and 

to  another  . . .  that  you  may  be  heal-  themselves  with  inerrantists  who  the  King  James  version  of  the  Bible  with  one  of  the  two  hegemonies,  but  fall  headlong  over  the  facts  they  un- 

ed”  (James  5:16).  Intewtini^y,  God  wre  ci^ading  to  quell  emerging  Though  the  King  James  version  was  not  any  more  We  all  know  the  devil  cover  and  seem  to  lack  the  transcen- 

has  apparently  begun  his  healing  pro-  liberalism.  This  inerrantist-  published  in  1611,  some  preachers  and  wreaks  havoc  with  name  droppers:  dent  power  to  get  back  on  their  feet, 

c^  in  the  lives  of  two  well-known  in-  conservative  alliance  made  a  laymen  unwittingly  assumed  the  “I  am  of  Paul;  I  of  ApoUos;  or  I  of  Should  this  loss  of  spiritual 

dividuals^  who  have,  historically,  dramatic  point  of  their  dissatisfaction  English  words  of  the  translation  were  Cephas.”  No  mortal  should  command  (Continued  on  page  7) 
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Peace  Committee  decries 
excessive  political  activity 


The  Georgia  World  Congress  Center  in  downtown  Atlanta 
will  be  the  hub  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  activity  when 
SBC  messenger$  convene  in  the  massive  complex  for  their 
lannual  meeting  June  10-12.  Convention  planners  are  making 
arrangements  for  more  than  4OJ0OO  participants  at  the  meeting. 
(BP)  Photo  By  Knolan  Benefield 


World 

Congress 

Center 


N.  O.  Seminary  will  offer 
classes  on  MBS  campus 


isolated  incidents,  discovered  “no  solve  them.  of  the  denomination,  representatives 

documented  evidence  or  organized  “The  issues  have  been  very,  very  of  news  media,  both  denominational 
misuse  of  the  ballot  by  any  political  acute  and  extremely  serious,”  said  and  autonomous  independent  puUica- 
group.”  Fuller.  “Some  of  our  difficulty  came  tions  and  elected  officers. 

The  statement  is  a  partner  to  one  in  knowing  how  to  articulate  them  Fuller  said  the  statement  is  re¬ 
adopted  in  February  dealing  with  with  the  strength  we  felt  was  needed,  jectimi  of  extremism.  Out  of  the  in- 
theological  div«:sity  in  the  seminaries  We  wanted  to  adcDress  the  violations  vestigation  of  these  past  few  months 
and  the  convention  at  large  Both  or  abuses  and  at  the  same  time  be  fair  (Continued  on  page  4) 

Editors,  writers  hear  views 
on  U.S.  policy  in  Nicaragua 

By  Stan  Hastey 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Two  dozen  U.S.  news  media,  repeatedly  stating  years  ago,  when  (Congress  voted  $27 
Southern  Baptist  ediUn^  and  writers  they  have  not  told  the  true  story  of  the  million  in  ‘Immanitarian”  funds, 
heard  conflicting  yi^  on  U&poUcy  Co^unist  tlyeat  to  the  regio^  Another  speaker,  retired  NBC  radio 
m Nicaragua matw^yl^efing on  ^t e^h<aU^ acUvist  Jim  and  television  correspondent  Edwin 
international  and  domesUc  issues  Wal^tarofSojoiirner.^n^^  Newman,  also  empha^x^  impor- 
»  I  .  ^  diMgreedsh^y.  telling  the  Bai^t  13^  ^  understondhig^  ci™t 
Hosted  ^  tte  Baptist  J«nt  ^m-  editors  and  writers  providing  sjtuaUon  in  Nicaragua  in  light  of 

mittee  on  Pubhc  Affairs^  bnefing  assistant  to  the  contras  amounts  to  previous  US.  policies.  He  said  IteUan 

featured  US.  senators,  administration  “U.S.  aid  to  terrorism.”  C  ^  ^ 

”  .  ,  ,  ,  .  .  ^  j  ,,  Tw,  .  j  is  m  danger  of  becoming ‘fobsessed 

officials,  a  television  ^rter,  and  an  He  accused  ^^a|^  ot^  ad-  Nicaragua  in  thTsame  sense 

evangehcal  social  acUvist  ministration  officiate  of  “lying”  to  the  President  4mdoo  B.  Johnson 

During  a  sess|on  at  the  ^te  A^can  people  ^t  conditions  m-  became  “obsessed”  with  Vietnam. 
House,  participants  heard  a  mihtary  side  Nicaragua  under  Sandinista  rule 

offlcer  assign^  to  President  Ronald  One  such  fatediood,  he  said,  is  the  ad-  Frederick  R.  Cfolgan,  a  senior  White 

By.  Dan  Martin  Reagan’S  National  Security  Council  ministration’s  insistmce  ^ndinista  House  offlcial  in  the  Drug  Abuse 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  state  court  decision  to  the  11th  (Circuit  (Jourt  of  defend  the  US.  position  of  aiding  officials  are  involved  in  drug-  Policy  Office,  told  pa^ipants  the  ad- 

lawsuit  against  the  Southern  Baptist  Appeals,  also  in  Atlanta.  Nicaraguan  “contras”  seeking  to  smuggling  when  it  is  the  contras  who  ministration  is  waging  war  on  drug 

Convention  and  its  Executive  (3om-  John  Floyd,  an  attorney  with  the  ovothrow  the  Sandinista  government  are  running  drugs.  pushers.  Even  more  important,  he 

mittee  has  been  “voluntarily  dismiss-  Atlanta  lawfum  of  Bondurant,  Mixson  beaded  by  Daniel  Ortega.  U&  Sen.  Dale  Bumpers,  D-Ark,  said,  is  the  need  for  Amoican  parents 

ed”  by  attorneys  for  the  five  plaintifte.  and  EHmore,  which  represented  plain-  The  (rfficial,  speaking  on  the  condi-  said  that  American  Marines  to  realize  the  extent  of  the  diiig  pro- 

The  suit,  filed  in  Superior  COurt  of  tiffs  in  both  cases,  said  the  Superior  tion*  he  not  be  identified  by  name  Tiominated”  the  country  for  a  quarter  blem  in  their  communities. 

Fulton  (Oimty,  Ga.,  on  Jan.  23,  was  COurt  suit  was  dismissed  voluntarily,  because  be  is  a  target  of  international  of  a  century,  and  that  the  US.  bears  '  Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield,  R-Ore., 

identical  to  one  filed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  which  means  it  can  be  brought  ba<±,  terrorists,  said  US.  policy  in  responsibility  for  leaving  Somoza  in  arewereda  widerai^ofquestioman 

Robert  S.  Crowder  Birmingham,  if  plaintiffs  so  desire  Nicaragua  is  based  on  national  power.  The  forma-  dictatn-  “raped  A^n»«tic  and  international  pos- 

Ala.,  and  two  other  plaintiffo  in  US.  The  state  court  suit  was  brought  Iq'  security  objectives.  “Ahy  nation  that  and  pilla^  the  people”  for  42  years,  ed  by  participants.  He  told  of  his 

District  Court  for  the  Northern  five  plaintiffs  from  five  states:  acts  out  of  aqything  other  than  its  own  he  said.  struggle  during  a  bitterly-contested 

District  (rf  GecM-gia.  Katharine  F.  White  of  Atlanta,  a  national  interest  is  crazy,”  he  sakL  Yet  the  Sandiiiista  forces  that  ova-  rTH4atk)n  «»ampaign  him  yam  agf>  in 

On  May  5,  US.  District  Judge  memba  of  Second  Ponce  de  Leon  He  claimed  Americans  are  being  threw  Somoza  nearly  a  decade  ago  maintain  a  (Christian  attitude  toward 

Robert  Hall  ruled  for  the  SBC,  declar-  Baptist  (Jburch;  Lucy  Xzlin  of  Alex-  lulled  into  a  “series  of  forgetting  ex-  have  turned  out  to  be ‘Avowed  Marx-  an  opponent  who  made  unsubstan- 

ing  the  First  Amendment  to  the  UJ5.  andria.  La.,  a  memba  of  Emmanuel  ercises’l  about  Soviet  intentions  in  ists,”  Bumpers  acknowledged.  The  tinted  charges  of  financial  im- 

Cfonstitutkxi  i»ohibits  secular  courts  Baptist  Onirch;  Betty  Ann  L.  Upshaw  Central  America,  a  reference  to  the  crux  of  the  U.S.  problem  in  proprieties  by  Hatfield  and  his  wife 

from  interfering  in  internal  church  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  a  memba  of  Cuban  revolution  of  1969  which  eflec-  Nicaragua,  be  said,  is  that  the  tiny  Despite  its  nNMh-anil- 

affaira.  KnoUwood  Baptist  Church;  ’Ihrry  tively  pdaced  the  Caribbean  island  in  countryh  people  liate  the  Somozistas  himhu  nature.  Hatfield,  a 

On  the  following  day,  the  Oowders  Black  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  a  memba  of  the  So^or^  Nicaragua,  he  said,  has  more  than  the  Sandinistas”  Baptist.  «aid.  p^t»^  is  a  wortlw 

and  their  co-plaintiffs  —  Henry  C.  Buechel  Park  Baptist  Church;  and  become  a  “massive  military  struc-  Bumpers  said  he  opposed  more  U.S.  rt.ri«^yn  vouUion.  ^ 

Coopa  of  Windsa,  Ma,  and  H.  Allen  Jim  E  Block  of  Lewisville; ’Iteas,  a  ture”  that  threatens  its  Central  aid  to  the  contras,  in  part  because  UE 

McCartney  of  Vero  Beach,  Fla.  —  memba  of  First  Baptist  Church.  American  neighbors  and  Mexlca  ofndab  cannot  account  for  more  than  Staa  Hastey  writes  fa  the  Baptist 

notifiod  the  court  th^  win  appsal  the  Dan  MartiB  Is  BP  bows  sdHaa  He  partleularty  was  critkal  of  the  half  the  aspistpnria  pngwusd  two  Joint  Csaiaittes.  , 


State  court  lawsuit 
voluntarily  dropped 
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Meeting  featured  ‘progress 
with  promise,’  Fuller  says 


ATLANTA  (BP)  -  The  seventh  mmmmmmmmmm 

meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention  Peace  Committee  was 
characterized  “progress  with  pro- 
mise,”  according  to  (Chairman  Charles 
Fuller. 

Puller,  pastor  of  FHrst  Church,  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  pointed  to  the  adoption 

a  statement  on  political  activity,  as* 
well  as  movement  toward  a  report 
to  the  SBC  annual  meeting  in  June  as 

“When  we  came,  there  was  feel- 
ing  of  heaviness,  the  heaviness  of 
responsibility  and  the  shortness  of 
time  But  we  got  into  the  meeting, 
there  was  an  almost  immediate  sense 
progress  and  moving 
toward  productivity.” 

Puller  acknowledged  there  was  ^ 

some  ‘V:ombativeness”  by  committee 
members,  particularly  in  the  subcom- 
mittee  meeting  in  which  the  political 
activities  statement  was  adopted. 

The  statement.  Puller  said,  which  Charles  Paller 

is  a  companion  piece  to  a  statement  Board,  Historical  Commission,  and 
(MI  the<riogical  ^versity  adopted  in  four  theological  seminaries,  ^th- 
Pebruary,  “reflects  the  attitu^  and  western.  New  Orleans,  Midwestern, 
disposition  of  the  committee  in  this  and  Golden  Gate 
meeting  very,  very  well.”  “The  subcommittee  reported  there 

In  addition  to  adopting  the  state-  was  (mk  question  regarding  infcMrria- 
ment,  the  commit^  also  heard  tion  it  needed  from  the  Poreign  Mis- 


“Because  his  forthcoming  retire- 

leave 

several  open  fcH*  discussion  un- 
successor  is  named.  The  ques- 
style  ap- 
proach  materials  cur- 

rently 

two  seminaries, 

S(Mithem  and  Southeastern,  Puller 

our  in- 

as  have  the 

there  remain 
several  of  their  responses  which  the 

subcommittees  want  to  continue  to  Southern  landmark 

pursue  and  about  which  they  want  to 

continue  to  dialogue”  The  giant  carving  of  Confederate  generals  on  the  side  of  Stone  Mountain,  just 

Puller  praised  the  seminaries  and  a  (aw  miles  from  downtown  Atlanta,  is  one  of  the  region’s  major  tourist  attractions, 
agencies  for  “having  been  most  The  mountain-sized  canning  is  a  memorial  to  the  U.S.  Civil  War  and  a  vivid  reminder 
cooperative  Their  reports,  in  several  o*  a  significant  portion  of  Southern  history.  The  1 986  annual  meeting  of  the  Scxjthern 
instances,  have  been  exhaustive.  We  Baptist  Convention  will  be  held  not  far  from  Stone  Mountain  —  in  the  (Georgia  World 
appreciate  that  kind  of  thoroughness.  Congress  Center  in  downtown  Atlanta  —  June  10-12.  (BP)  Photo  By  John  Swain, 
as  should  all  Southern  Baptists. 


Committee  statement 
deplores  politicking 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  statement 
(Ml  political  activities  was  adopted 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Ckinven- 
tion’s  Pea<%  Committee  during  its 
May  meeting. 

Tlie  statement: 

“The  Peace  Committee  finds 
that  the  extent  of  political  activi¬ 
ty  within  the  Southern  Baptist  Ckxi- 
vention  at  the  present  time  creates 
distrust,  diminishes  our  ability  to 
do  missi(Mis  and  evangelism,  is 
detrimental  to  (mu*  influence  and 
impedes  <Mir  ability  to  serve  our 
Lord. 

“Political  activity  within  the 
c(Miventi(Mi  since  the  late  I97()s  has 
reached  a  new  level.  Some  inerran- 
tists  put  together  an  effective 
political  effort.  Some  moderates 
have  attempted  to  match  the  effort 
of  the  inerrantists.  A  measure  of 
political  activity  is  inevitable  in  an 
organization  which  abides  by 
democratic  principles  and 
processes. 

“Since  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
venticMi  has  never  bef(Me  been  con- 
fnxited  with  this  degree  of  political 
activity,  the  convention  has  never 
made  a  determination  of  what 
political  activity  is  inappropriate 
and  what  measure  of  political  ac¬ 
tivity  must  be  retained  consistent 
with  our  Baptist  heritage, 
organizati(Mi,  and  structure. 

“Regardless  of  what  short  term- 
measures  are  implemented. 
Southern  Baptists  must  face  this 
entire  issue  The  Peace  (Committee 
is  continuing  to  receive  input  in 
this  regard  and  to  deliberate  on  the 
final  recogimendations  in  this 
area. 

“Charges  of  fiolitical  excesses 
have  been  made  against  both 
groups  by  the  opposite  side  The 
Peace  Committee  has  not  com¬ 
pleted  all  of  its  investigations  into 
political  activities  and  although  in¬ 
dications  are  that  in  many  in¬ 


stances  the  charges  are  exagger¬ 
ated,  the  committee  finds  that 
many  pec^le  on  both  sides  deplore 
the  extent  of  political  activity 
within  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

^  “The  F'ea<»  Committee  makes 
preliminary  findings  as  follows: 


“(1)  Some  spokesmen  on  both 
sides  of  the  political  spectrum 
have  used  intemperate,  inflam¬ 
matory  and  unguarded  language, 
i.e,  “going  for  the  jugular,”  “Holy 
War,”  “Independent-fundamental¬ 
ists,”  “flaming  liberal”  and  other 
pejorative  terms. 

“(2)  Some  s|)okesmen  <mi  both 
sides  of  the  p<^tical  spectrum  and 
the  autonomous  independent  jour¬ 
nals  on  both  sides  (A  the  issue  have 
labelled  and  attributed  improper 
motives  to  people  with  whom  they 
disagree 

“(3)  Distribution  of  news  is 
necessary  in  a  dem(x:ratic  socie¬ 
ty.  There  have  been  instances 
when  news  releases  have  been 
altered,  distorting  the  intent  of  the 
article  and  oftentimes  creating 
confusion.  In  some  denominational 
papers  and  in  some  autonomous 
inclependent  journals,  there  has 
been  prejudice  against  the  c<Miser- 
vative  political  activists  and  in 
some  autonomous  independent 
journals  there  has  been  prejudice 
against  the  moderate  side. 

“(4)  Although  we  have  found  in¬ 
dications  of  isolated  voting  ir¬ 
regularities  at  previous  conven- 
ticMis,  our  preliminary  finding  con¬ 
cerning  fraudulent  voting  has 
revealed  no  documented  evidence 
of  organized  misuse  of  the  ballot 
any  political  group. 

“(5)  liie  (XMitinuation  of  pcditical 
activity  within  the  convention  at 
the  present  level  will  not  serve  the 
process  of  peace  and  rec(MKilia- 
tion.” 


Peace  Committee  decries 


(C^tinued  from  page  3) 
wherein  we  focussed  our  attention  on 
political  activity,  we  found  we  need  to 
reject  political  excesses  —  which  are 
always  there  —  but  at  the  same  time 
we  must  reject  the  excesses  of  exag¬ 
geration.” 

*1110  chairman  said  the  committee 
was  aware  of  many  accusati<Mis  of 
voting  and  registration  irregularities, 
made  by  both  sides.  “Most  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  entered  into  the  investigative 
part  of  CHIT  work  wanting  to  discover 
how  accurate  the  allegaticMis  are. 

“Most  of  us  expected  we  were  going 
to  have  some  veriflcati<Mi.  We  did  find 
some  evidence,  but  it  is  evidence  of 
isolated  and  not  highly  (M'ganized  ir¬ 
regularities.  I  know  we  have  s<nne 
problems,  but  as  for  attributing  these 
things  to  being  part  oi  a  high  political 
organization,  we  did  not  find  that.  We 
had  hearsay,  we  had  opini(Mi,  but  as 
far  as  any  hard  evidence,  it  was  not 
forthcoming,”  he  said. 

Fiiller  said  the  subcommittee  met 
with  Lee  Porter  of  Nashville,  'Ibnn., 
SBC  registration  secretary,  and  'Tim 
Hedquist,  also  of  Nashville,  conven¬ 
tion  manager,  to  discuss  past  ir¬ 


regularities  and  the  voting  and  ballots  is  his  or  hers  and  should  be  us- 
registration  process.  ed  only  by  the  pers<m  to  whom  it  is 

‘There  are  s(Mne  facts  <mi  the  recxMtl  issued.  If  some(M)e  uses  anyone  else’s 
—  dating  back  several  years  —  oi  ballots,  that  pers<Mi  is  in  fact  violating 
looseness  of  the  (registration)  process  the  Inlaws.” 
and  of  TOme  voting  irregularity,”  Fuller  said  Porter  and  Hedquist 
Fuller  said.  “But  I  think  we  found  that  have  been  asked  to  prepare  a  rep<M*t 
in  the  past  several  years  there  has  f(M*  the  Peace  C^<Mnmittee  (mi  registra- 
been  repeated  and  (XMitinual  improve-  ■■  ti(Mi  and  voting,  which  will  include  in- 
ment  in  the  pnx:ess  of  registniticMi  f(M‘mati<Mi  on  the  processes  and  on 
and  voting.  I  would  presume  we  will  past  abuses, 
continue  in  that  directicMi.”  The  report  includes  five  prelimi- 

Fuller  said  pruM*  to  the  1979  (XMiven-  nary  “findings”  (see  separate  story) 
ti<Mi  the  SBC  ‘lenjoyed  f<M*  years  a  sort  and  five  recommendations,  which 
of  openness  and  (»suality  in  voting  have  been  forwarded  to  the  commit- 
and  registration.  But  we  have  come  to  tee  drafting  the  report  the  committee 
a  new  day  and  a  time  in  which  the  will  make  to  the  SBC. 
whole  approach  has  had  to  be  tighten-  FuUer  said  the  entire  committee 
ed  up  a  gr^t  deal.”  adopted  the  report  of  the  political  ac- 

Fuller  said  the  committee  was  told  tivities  subcommittee,  as  well  as  the 
messengers  to  the  1986  <xMTventi<xi  will  five  recommendaticMis.  The  recom- 
be  informed  the  bylaws  specifically  mendati(xis  were  given  to  the  drafting 
prohibit  “proxy”  voting,  wherety  one  subcommittee,  headed  by  Harmon 
person  votes  another  person’s  ballot.  Bom  of  Atlanta.  Fuller  added  the 
“That  will  be  greatly  stressed,”  recommendations  “may  or  may  not 
Fuller  added.  “In  past  years  proxy  be”  included  in  the  final  report  of  the 
voting,  although  not  appropriate,  was  committee  to  the  conventicm. 
not  considered  to  be  a  drastic  viola-  'The  recommendations,  as  adopted 
tion,  such  as  when  a  husband  or  wife  by  the  committee  are: 
voted  each  other’s  ballots.  Now,  each  “(1)  ’That  the  convention  respectful- 
messenger  will  be  told  the  packet  of  (Continued  on  page  8) 


►t  all  singles  work 
a  crisis  ministry 


COUPLES  ONLY! 


By  ‘I\erri  Lackey 


ASHEBORO,  N.C.  (BP)  —  While  senior  adult  ministry  for  the  Ihxas  be  single,  who  shouldn’t  be  viewed  as 
single-adult  coordinators  agree  Christian  Life  Commission,  said  she  second-class  citizens,”  she  said.  “We  ^ 

singles  historically  have  been  on  the  believes  churches  should  minister  to  need  to  further  educate  that  it’s  OK  to  - 

losing  side  when  it  comes  to  churches  single  adults  as  enthusiastically  as  be  single.  Our  Lord  was  single.” 
meeting  their  needs,  they  also  foresee  they  minister  to  families.  Gardner  said  one  problem  is  the 

a  changing  game  with  an  improving  “We  need  to  educate  our  churches  state  Baptist  conventions  “need  to  be 
score.  that  there  are  adults,  who  happen  to  doing  things  that  are  more  specializ- 

Ministry  to  singles  is  looking  up,  Some  areas  we  need  to  speak  to  ing  toward  creating  his  own  singles 

said  Ann  Gardner,  single-adult  consul-  Hensley  said  states  are  more  are  never-marrieds,  single  taskforce. 

tant  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  more  likely  to  design  single  parents,  and  singles-again,  whether  “We  are  working  with  single-adult 
School  Board’s  family  ministry  adult  retreats  for  those  un-  through  divorce  or  death.  We’re  just  direcUms  to  develop  a  task  force 
department.  But  she  and  state  leaders  rnarried  adults  who  are  speaking  enough  to  ethnic  groups  representing  nine  regions  of  the  state 
agree  churches  and  denominational  /ic  or  other  specialized  singles  groups.”  to  adapt  and  create  programs  for 

leaders  are  not  utilizing  their  full  ^nuerguing  crises,  suen  as  several  associations  in  Florida  pro-  singles  in  our  state,”  Hensley  said, 

resources.  '  divorce,-  death,  or  single  vide  retreats,  bi-monthly  seminars  to  He  believes  state-coordinated  task 

“Certainly,  I  can  see  an  increase  in  parenting.  "We’re  seeking  to  enrich  and  equip,  and  leadership  forces  identifying  the  needs  of  singles 
states  planmng  events  for  singles,”  redesign  our  retreats  and  not  training  events  to  better  meet  the  will  become  a  trend.  “We  need  to  wmic 
Gardner  said,  “but  there  are  other  op-  just  major  on  various  crises  needs  of  single  adults.  with  single  adult  directcas  within  each 

portunities  that  are  not  being  taken  .  .  enirittmi  "  hi  Another  method  some  states  are  us-  association  and  train  those  people 

advantage  of.”  ^  P  S  .  ing  to  identify  the  needs  of  singles  is  specifically  as  single  adult  con- 

She  said  examples  of  singles  who  noted.  We  need  now  to  move  regional  task  forces,  staffed  with  sultants  for  their  associations,”  he 

are  being  slighted  include  ethnics,  forward  to  a  growth  ex-  single  adults  and  their  leaders.  said. 

military  personnel,  and  “just  plain,  perience  in  ministry  for  Clark  Hensley,  consultant  fw family  Hensley  said  states  are  more  like- 
normal  singles.”  singles.’’  ministry  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  ly  to  design  single  adult  retreats  for 

Libby  Potts,  associate  in  single  and  Convention,  said  he  [H^esently  is  work-  those  unmarried  adults  who  are 


Rally  speakers  criticize  teaching 
‘false  doctrines’  in  seminaries 


By  Marv  Knox  W 

NASHVILLE,  Tteiui.  (BP)  —  “False  “would  be  tremendous  United  there  is  to  it.’.’ 

doctrines  and  destructive  heresies”  Methodists,  Episcopalians,  Catholics,  The  SBC  ‘dancer”  of  disbelief  is  the 

taught  by  some  Southern  Baptist  pro-  something,  but  th^  aren’t  Southern  infallible  inerrant  nature  (rf  Scripture 
fessors  comprise  spiritual  “slop”  Baptists.  ’They  don’t  believe  what  14  provided  a  common  theme  for 
which  is  starving  their  students,  a  lay  miUion  Southern  Baptists  believe”  he  speakers  during  an  evening  daily  rally  JHH 

leader  in  the  denomination  charged,  said.  'The  tragedy  of  that  is  “liberal  that  attracted  about  400  people  Dale  Robbins 

“False  prophets  and  false  teachers  theology  tuxi  false  doctrine  have  taken  Houston  appellate  judge  Paul  _ 
preach  slop.  You  can’t  live  on  it,”  Lee  its  toll”  in  those  denominations,  he  Presslo- offered  a  medictil  analogy  to 

Roberts  told  about  60  pastors  at  an  added,  noting  aside  from  the  SBC,  explain  the  situation:  Persons  who  O  k^CclJvCX  O  CkX  C 
April  22  luncheon  hosted  by  Park  “there’s  no  other  evan^lical  force  out  have  sought  to  steer  the  SBC  in  a  more  Y  *  •  • 

Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  Nekshville,  there”  that  has  the  ability  to  reach  the  conservative  direction  are  like  a  doc-  9  ^  TVl  1  Y’l  1  G'f’T*9 't"|  g' 
Thnn.  world  for  Christ.  tor.  People  in  the  denomination  resis-  I'-i-  t-I. v 

Roberts,  an  investment  banker  lb  rectify  the  situation,  Roberts  tant  to  the  theological  shift  are  Ray  Frank  Robbins,  professor  at 
from  Marietta,  Ga.,  is  diairman  of  the  challenged  his  listeners  to  pray  for  represented  by  a  patient  who  has  just  Mississippi  College,  ^11  be  Bible 
1986  Southern  Baptist  Convention  “those  people  who  are  teaching  false  learned  be  has  treatable  cancer.  But  study  leader  for  the  Church 
Committee  on  Boar^  the  group  em-  doctrines  and  destructive  heresies”  instead  of  taking  treatment,  the  pa-  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
powered  to  nominate  trustees  fw  all  and  for  “courageous  men  and  tient  has  shot  the  doctor.  Conference  July  7-9  at  Gulfohore  Bap- 

convention  agencies.  However,  woQien  ...  that  will  take  their  stand,”  Nevertheless,  Pressler  said, ‘The  tist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian. 

Roberts  stressed:  “I’m  not  speaking  to  send  10  messengers  from  each  of  cancer  is  real.  The  cancer  is  there.”  Graham  ’  Smith  associate 

for  the  Committee  on  Boards - I’m  their  churches  to  the  SBC  annual  Paige  Patterson,  president  of  pastor/administrator  at  Morrison 


conservative  direction.  of  persons  to  wb 

“All  that  is  really  necessary  for  the  turn  for  advice 
destruction  dt  the  Southern  Baptist  Rogers,  “will 
Convention  is  tor  good,  Bible-  men  who  believe 


No  prayer  for  this  one 

PORTLAND,  Ore  (EP) — Satan  has  jirined  an  advertisiog  campaign 
for  St.  James  Lutheran  Church  in  Portland.  The  devU,  probably  not  a 
willing  participant  in  the  promotion,  is  pictured  in  bus  advertising  for 
the  church  saying,  “I  don’t  have  a  prayer  at  1315S.  W.  Park”  —  the  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  church. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  senior  high  school  students  who  can-  commanded  us  to  be  soul  winners  in  cumstances  surrounding  the  murder.  noint 

to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves  not  read,  spell,  or  write.  Matthew  28:19-20,  and  in  Acts  1:8,  it  All  Satan  would  need  to  destit^  the  —  _ 

the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Is  that  what  our  church  member-  is  shocking  that  so  little  money  is  man’s  effectiveness  would  be  for  one  Editor: 

Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  ship  wants?  Is  that  what  our  liberal'  designated  to  this  specific  area  of  person  in  the  community  to  say,  “Did  I’ve  been  following  the  letters  con- 

reserved  under  all  circumstances,  do-gooders  want?  evangelism.  you  know  the  pastor  at  so  and  so  ceming  divorced  ministers  and  would 

and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  Name  withheld  I  realize  that  other  programs  and  church  was  a  murderer?’’ The  same  like  to  give  a,  wife’s  point  of  view, 

do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  by  editor  agencies  are  also  involved  in  sharing  applies  to  a  divorced  pastor.  He  can’t  I  am  married  to  a  very  talented  and 

the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  the  gospel,  but  evangelism  must  constantly  be  telling  everyone  why  he  dedicated  minister  of  music  who  has 

signed  letters  will  be  used,  but  the  I  do  not  agree  with  you  at  several  receive  first  priority  in  our  churches  was  divorced.  One  person  saying  to  married  before.  Because  of  this 
writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  points,  but  you  surely  have  a  right  to  and  in  our  conventim.  I  applaud  the  another  that  the  pastor  was  divorced  he’s  not  “allowed’’  to  share  his  God- 

withheld.  have  your  opinion  expressed.  1  must,  woi^  of  Bra  Guy  Henderson,  however  would  be  enough  to  ruin  his  effec-  given  talent  in  a  full-time  capacity  in 

however,  point  out  some  errors  in  your  I  believe  an  increased  staff  and  a  tiveness  in  the  pulpit.  Southern  Baptist  churches, 

letter.  First,  let  it  be  said  again  that  greater  allocation  of  funds  is  needed  Let  the  divorced  pastors  find  Recently  he  was  contacted  several 
Sunday  School  ihe  southern  Baptist  Convention  will  to  make  our  evangelism  department  another  avenue  of  service  to  God  in  times  an  out-of-state  Baptist  church. 

•  .•  not  self  destruct.  It  will  not  even  split,  as  effective  as  other  evangelism  counseling  or  whatever  service  field  When  he  had  the  honesty  to  tell  them 

appreciation  There  is  nothing  to  split.  Some  departments  in  other  state  conven-  they  choose.  But  please,  don’t  ask  a  h*  had  been  married  before,  they 

Editor:  members  or  even  some  churches  may  tions.  The  Baptist  General  Convention  congregation  to  call  a  divorced  man  didn’t  even  show  him  the  courtesy  of 

I  would  like  to  commend  to  you  and  choose  to  cease  cooperating  with  con-  of  Texas,  b^ause  of  its  great  em-  as  a  pastor,  lb  do  so  divides  a  con-  a  reply  either  positive  or  negative  Is 

to  our  state  the  outstanding  leadership  ventkm  practices,  but  there  will  be  no  phasis  in  evangelism,  has  an  excellent  gregation  before  the  pastor  ever  Ibis  an  example  of  Christian  love  and 

of  our  state  Sunday  School  director,  split.  department  of  evangelism  that  would  comes.  ~~ 

Keith  Wilkinson,  and  his  excellent  Second,  the  thought  that  there  is  a  serve  well  as  a  model  for  our  state, 
staff.  great  number  of  liberals  among  Once  again,  I  commend  the  work  of 

On  June  1,  I  will  be  leaving  Southern  Baptists  4s  in  error.  There  Bro.  Guy  Henderson  and  ask  that  we 

Mississippi  to  accept  God’s  calling  to  are  a  very  f^  true  liberals.  Some  are  support  him  in  an  even  greater 

a  church  in  Florida.  During  my  less  conservative  than  others  but  are  fashion.  Let’s  make  evangelism  first 

ministry  in  Mississippi,  Brother  still  conservative  on  the  theological  priority  in  Mississippi. 

Wilkinson  and  the  Sunday  .School  spectrum.  Chuck  l^ylor 

Department  have  assisted  me  on  The  two  main  errors,  however,  are  Laurel 

numerous  occasions.  In  each  case  that  Charles  Pickering  is  not  the 

they  have  shown  dedication  and  com-  chairman  of  the  peace  committee.  The  interest  of  Mississippi  Baptists 

mitment  of  an  outstanding  staff.  and  Charles  Stanley  cannot  be  re-  in  evangelism  is  not  to  be  reflected  in 

I  leave  with  mixed  emotions,  for  I  elected  president  of  the  convention,  the  amount  of  money  allocated  to  the 

leave  a  great  group  of  individuals.  Pickering  was  instrumental  in  the  in-  Evangelism  Department,  though 

Judd,  Larry,  Keith  Williams,  Keith  itiation  of  the  peace  committee,  but  there  is  not  an  area  of  Mississippi 

Wilkinson,  Billy,  and  the  office  staff  the  chairman  is  Charles  Fuller  of  Baptist  life  that  couldn’t  use  more 


Name  withheld 
by  request 


by  request 


inepresiaenioimeaouuiemBapusi  iTvnntrAliont  result  of  God’s  judgment  on  sin.  I  car 

ConvenUon,  and  one  of  the  greatest  neeas  of  no  sin  that  affects  just  the  sin 

preachers  and  teachers  in  our  nation.  Editor:  ner.  The  results  of  all  sin  touch  othei 

Then  to  be  sure  they  destroy  and  I  want  to  share  with  you  a  matter  lives,  innocent  lives  as  well, 
divide  our  churches,  in  a  quiet  subtle  that  greatly  concerns  me  as  a  Baptist  It  ^ms  that  we  have  further 
way,  the  Baptist  Record,  the  Sunday  in  Mississippi.  Recently,  Mississippi  watered  down  our  Christianity  by  let- 
school  quarterlies,  the  local  church  churches  received  frwn  the  Steward-  ting  our  “feelings”  rule  our  lives  in 
bulletins  are  attempting  to  brainwash  ship  Department  of  the  Mississippi  stead  of  God’s  Word.  Whether  we  car 
the  church  membership  to  accept  Baptist  Convention  Board  a  forgive  the  sin  (rf  divorce  or  not  is  no( 
blacks  into  our  churches  by  the  breakdown  of  Cooperative  Program  the  issue  as  I  see  it.  The  point  is,  how 
thousands.  gifts.  In  this  breakdown,  percentages  effective  in  the  pulpit  can  a  man  be 

The  truth  is,  just  as  the  Democrat  were  0ven  regarding  the  amount  of  who  has  been  divorced?  If  sin  is  sin 
Party  is  out  to  get  the  black  political  money  allocated  to  various  agencies  how  effective  in  the  pulpit  would  s 
vote,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  programs  of  the  Mississippi  Bap-  man  be  who  was  a  pastor,  committee 
is  out  to  get  the  blacks’  dollar.  tist  Convention.  I  was  appalled  to  murder  while  he  was  a  pastor,  askec 

Anyone  with  a  thimbleful  of  brains  notice  that  the  area  of  evangelism  on-  for  and  received  forgiveness,  ther 
know  our  cultures  are  different,  our  ly  received  .54  percent  of  the  total  wanted  to  be  a  pastor  again?  Sine,  hu 
singing  and  preaching  are  different,  gifts.  -  home  church  would  know  that  he  cmn- 

and  each  race  is  more  comfortable  in  Our  church  gave  $35,335  to  the  mitted  murder  because  he  thoughi 
its  own  environment.  Cooperative  Program  in  Mississippi  someone  was  breaking  into  his  home. 

We  should  take  notice  of  what  Earl  and  only  $190.81  went  to  the  area  of  But  what  about  churches  he  mi^l 
Warren  and  Lyndon  Johnson  did  to  evangelism.  In  light  of  the  fact  that  pastor  in  the  future?  He  couldn’t  con 
public  education.  Now  we  have  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ  stantly  be  telling  everyone  the  cir 


United  Mission  to  Nepal 


The  little  black -haired  girl  in  a  red 
dress  stood  in  the  window,  her  dark 
eyes  big  and  solemn  in  her  chubby- 
cheeked  round  face.  From  a  court¬ 
yard  below,  I  looked  up  and  saw  her. 
I  was  not  allowed  to  take  her  picture, 
for  she  is  revered  in  Nepal  as  the  Liv¬ 
ing  Goddess. 

Every  five  to  seven  years,  as  each 
Living  Goddess  reaches  adolescence, 
another,  around  the  age  of  five,  is 
chosen  to  replace  her,  and  forbidden 
ever  to  marry.  If  she  does,  either  she 
or  her  groom,  or  both,  might  be  put 
to  death.  So  the  story  gote.  To  me,  it’s 
an  infinitely  sad  one. 

Hindus  worship  many  gods  and 
goddesses.  In  Nepal,  where  the  state 
religion  is  Hinduism,  the  law  says 
that  “no  person  shall  propagate 
Christianity,  Islam,  <»-  any  other  faith 
so  as  to  disrupt  the  traditional  religion 
of  the  Hindu  community  within 
Nepal,  or  convert  any  adherent  of  the 
Hindu  religion  into  these  faiths.’’  The 
penalty  for  such  proselytizing  —  bap¬ 
tizing  converts  —  is  six  years  im¬ 
prisonment,  while  the  “convert”  may 
be  jailed  for  a  year. 

In  1983,  1  knew.  Southern  Baptists 
had  assign^  their  first  missionary 
couple  to  Nepal.  The  Thorpes  (Wayne 
is  a  Virginian  and  Pat  a  North  Caroli¬ 
nian)  arrived  there  in  April  1964. 1  had 
hoped  to  see  them  during  the  few  days 
I  was  in  that  country,  but  it  proved 
impossible.  “It’s  a  ten-hour  bus  trip 
from  Tansen  to  Kathmandu,”  she 


and  Presbyterian,  held  a  clinic  in 
Tansen.  The  people  urged  them  to 
stay  and  open  a  hospital.  Finally,  in 

1953,  King  Tribhuvan  granted  permis¬ 
sion  for  CIhristian  missionaries  to 
work  in  the  country  under  certain 
restrictions.  They  were  to  serve  in 
useful  ways  in  nation-building,  but  not 
to  propagate  their  religion. 

Fleming  and  Friedericks.  did 
establish  the  hospital  in  Tansen.  That 
is  where  Wayne  Thorpe,  a  doctor, 
works  now,  in  the  pediatric  clinic,  and 
one  day  weekly  in  public  health.  Pat, 
a  social  worker,  is  a  nutritionist  at  the 
hospital  and  spends  much  time  in 
training  health-care  volunteers  in 
outlying  villages.  (They  seek  to 
lower  the  infant  m(Htality  rate  which 
is  one  of  the  highest  in  the  world.) 

When  Fleming  and  Friedericks 
received  their  letter  of  permission, 
they  perceived  that  God  was  opening 
a  door,  and  they  thought  the  work 
should  not  be  confined  to 
Presbyterians  and  Methodists. 
Hence,  they  invited  others  to  join  with 
them.  A  dozen  churches  and  missions 
met  in  Nagpur,  India,  on  March  5, 

1954,  and  formed  the  United  Christian 
Mission  (now  the  UMN).  By  1985  the 
organization  consisted  of  37  member 
bodies  and  365  workers  from  22  coun¬ 
tries:  Australia,  Belgium,  Clanada, 
Denmark,  Finland,  Germany,  Ghana, 
Hong  Kong,  India,  S.  Ireland,  Japan, 
Malaysia,  Netherlands,  New  Zealand, 
Nigeria,  Norway,  Philippines, 


Solon  Karthak,  a  resident  of  Kathmandu,  Nepal,  with  his  daughter.  Charisma,  and  son,  Romong,  climbs  the  steps  of  a  Hir>du 
temple  at  Bhaktapur.  Southern  Baptists  have  two  missionaries  in  Nepal,  Wayne  and  Pat  Thorpe.  (Photo  by  Joan  Peterson) 


Essential  healing  agent 


wrote  me.  Her  letter  proved  most 
helpful,  as  she  told  me  that  if  I  need¬ 
ed  to  ask  questions  I  could  go  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  United  Mission  to 
Nepal,  in  the  Thapathali  section  of 
Kathmandu. 

The  Thorpes  work  with  the  in¬ 
terdenominational  and  international 
UMN.  I  was  interested  in  finding  out 
how  the  missionaries  work  within  the 
restrictions  placed  upon  them.  The 
crooked  and  unpaved  street  ended  at 
a  cluster  of  brick  and  concrete 
buildings,  with  a  small  sign  at  the  end 
of  one.  United  Mission  to  Nepal.  Here 
were  offices,  a  guesthouse,  and  a 
language  school  where  the  Thorpes 
had  studied  Nepali  for  five  months. 
(All  are  rented,  foi*^  UMN  owns  no 
property.) 

A  plot  of  grass  in  the  center  of  the 
small  complex  held  a  table  under  a 
tree.  Language  students  and  a  couple 
of  missionaries  were  sitting  in  white 
lawn  chairs  drinking  afternoon  tea.  1 
felt  as  if  I’d  stepped  into  a  bit  of  Bri¬ 
tain.  A  public  relations  man.  Gene 
Glassman,  shared  with  me  a  packet 
of  information  about  the  UMN. 

No  Christian  missionaries  could 
enter  Nepal  until  late  1951  —  except 
for  some  Catholic  fathers  who  work¬ 


Singapore,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  the 
UK,  and  the  USA. 

True  to  the  nature  of  its  agreement, 
the  UMN  in  cooperation  with  Nepali 
colleagues,  trains  the  people  in  care 
of  the  sick,  prevention  of  disease, 
education,  agriculture,  and  industry. 

Though  it  is  against  the  law  to  t^ 
to  get  others  to  leave  the  religion  they 
were  born  into  for  another  religion, 
the  law  does  say  that  the  people  — 
Christians  included  —  shall  be  free  to 
practice  their  own  religion.  So  (Chris¬ 
tians  who  move  into  the  country  from 
other  lands,  or  whose  families  have 
“always”  been  Christians,  may  meet 
to  worship. 

Since  workers  in  the  United  Mission 
to  Nepal  are  not  permitted  to 
.evangelize,  they  do  not  serve  as 
pastors  of  congregations  and  they  do 
not  baptize  people.  However,  they  do 
share  as  in^viduals  (not  as  a  mis¬ 
sion)  in  the  worship  and  fellowship  of 
the  indigenous  (Chiistian  church. 

Says  J.  Howard  Barclay,  executive 
director  of  the  UMN :  “We  are  only 
the  workers;  as  the  Lord  of  the 
Harvest.  He  takes  the  responsibility 
for  the  results.” 

More  workers  are  needed  in  Ute 
UMN.  Anyone  who  feels  he  or  she  has 


Confession: 

• 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
equilibrium  of  some  moderate  pastors 
and  teachers  become  unilateral  with 
all  moderates,  then  their  sheep  would 
develop  spiritual  anxiety,  lose  their 
sense  of  purpose,  and  become  preoc¬ 
cupied  with  an  identity  crisis  reminis¬ 
cent  of  25  years  ago  which  Clayton 
Sullivan  has  written  so  much  about  in 
his  volume.  Called  to  Preach,  Con¬ 
demned  to  Survive.  On  the  other  hand, 
should  the  attitude  of  some  pastors 
and  teacha:s  who  call  themselves  con¬ 
servative  become  the  disposition  of  all 
conservatives,  then  an  inquisition- 
type  surveillance  would  be  imposed 
upon  the  SBC,  drying  up  the  wells  of 
creativity,  impeding  the  pursuit  of 


truth,  and  casting  us  all  into  an  era 
similar  to  that  of  “Galileo  and  the 
Pope.” 

III. 

(Tould  I  be  misreading  the  situation? 
That  is  entirely  possible,  but  I  think 
not.  It  is  time  we  confessed:  “If  we  say 
we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves, 
and  the  truth  is  not  in  us"  (IJohn  1:8). 
Fault-finding  has  never  been  an  at¬ 
tractive  enterprise,  and  there  has 
been  plenty  of  that.  I  believe  the  rank 
and  file  of  Southern  Baptists,  after 
seven  years  of  exposure,  are  acutely 
aware  that  “All  have  sinned  and  come 
short  of  the  glory  of  God”  (Romans 
6:3).  Not  just  the  ambitious,  the 


Jameses  and  Johns  who  are  either  in 
the  seats  of  honor  or  seeking  them, 
but  all  of  us  who  carry  the  treasure 
of  (Christ  have  sinned  either  act  or 
neglect  in  this  moderat^onservative 
controversj-.  But  thanks  be  to  (Jod,  “If 
we  confess  our  sins.  He  is  faithful  and 
just  to  forgive  us  our  sins  and  cleanse 
us  from  all  unrighteousness’  ( I  John 
1:9).  Many  are  already  confessing. 
“May  their  tribe  increase.” 

Yes,  there  are  discemable  vapors  of 
h<^  on  the  horizon  which  do  indeed 
portend  our  long-awaited  healing  rain 
from  heaven. 

Fred  Womack  is  pastor  of  Wildwood 
Baptist  Church  in  Clinton. 


Rally  speakers  criticize  teaching 


ed  in  the  Kathmandu  Valley  a  while 
during  the  18th  century.  For  over  a 
hundred  years  a  succession  of 
hereditary  prime  ministers  ruled  the 
country.  In  1950,  a  palace  revolt  led 
to  the  crowning  of  King  Tribhuvan, 
grandfather  of  the  present  King 
Birenura.  King  Tribhuvan  led  in  some 
progressive  moves  that  started  the 
development  of  the  long-closed  land. 

In  the  winter  of  1961-52,  two  doctors,  * 
Fleming  and  Friedericks,  Methodist 


a  skill  to  contribute  may  write  to  The 
United  Mission  to  Nepal,  Box  126, 
Kathmandu,  Nepal.  “The  UMN  wants 
to  . . .  share  in  the  lifting  of  burdens 
and  helping  toward  a  better  day  for 
the  people  of  this  nation,”  writes 
Barclay.  “We  seek  those  who  are  not 
looking  for  financial  or  material  gain 
but  who  in  the  steps  of  Jesus  Christ 
will  walk  these  hills  and  valleys  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  our  Nepali 
friends  in  his  name  and  Spirit.” 


(Continued  from  page  5) 
sows  the  seed  of  destruction  for  our 
denomination.” 

Pressler  previously  cited  as  suppor¬ 
ting  evident  writings  and  statements 
by  faculty  members  from  three 
Southern  Baptist  schools  as  well  as 
from  a  speech  by  a  homosexual  who 
addressed  a  group  of  seminary 
students. 

Rather  than  abandoning  financial 


support  for  Baptist  schools  or  leaving 
the  denomination,  Pressler  urged  his 
listeners  to  remain  Southern  Baptist 
and  work  for  change.  The  Houston 
layman  also  posed  the  question, 
“What  do  I  expect  to  get  out  of  this?  ” 
as  fair  to  ask  following  years  of  strug¬ 
gle  within  the  convention. 

“When  one  of  our  young  people  goes 
to  one  <A  our  Baptist  institutions,  if  he 


knows  Jesus  Christ  as  his  personal 
savior,  I  expect  for  him  to  be  built  up 
and  supported  in  his  faith,”  he  said.  “If 
he  has  never  been  saved,  I  expect  him 
to  receive  a  loving  and  intelligent  and 
gracious  presentation  of  the  way  of 
salvation  .... 

‘We  can  ask  no  more;  we  also  shall 
ask  no  less.” 

Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor. 


PAGE  8  BAPTIST  RECORD 


TkTkUy.  May  28,  1888 


1796  Spirit  still  alive  at  Woodville 


By  Benny 

Mission  involvement  is  alive  and  Joseph ‘‘Jay’’ Wade  Jr.,  who  attend-  Reservation.  Bob  Hartness  family  has  donated  use 

well  at  Woodville  Baptist  Church,  ed  Louisiana  State  University,  was  They  stayed  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  of  land  and  an  old  tenant  house  for  the 

Mississippi’s  oldest,  in  the  Mississip-  licensed  to  the  gospel  ministry.  He  John  Hewes  and  members  loaned  fur- .  RAs  for  camping  aind  retreats.  Led  by 

pi  Baptist  Association.  has  been  supplying  at  Tunica  Church,  niture,  dishes,  and  prepared  Glen  Sharp,  Gene  Rutkowski,  Carrol 

Last  year,  seven  members  of  the  Tunica,  La.  And  Christopher  Sean  foodstuffs.  Messenger,  and  James  Moore,  the 

church  joined  partnership  teams  and  Wheeler  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  For  six  months  last  year,  the  RAs  have  cut  firewood,  built  wheel 

worked  for  two  weeks  in  Argentina  of  sacred  music  at  a  recent  church  church  hosted  furloughing  mis-  chair  ramps,  and  washed  down  house 

during  evangelistic  crusades  there,  worship  service.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  sionaries  Delos  and  Wanda  Brown  trailers  for  the  elderly  and  handi- 

The  church  family  supported  them  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Wheeler  and  a  from  Petauke,  Zambia.  And  in  a  capped  in  the  area.  They  have  par- 

with  finances  and  with  prayer.  junior  at  Wilkinson  County  Christian  related  matter,  a  foreign  missions  ticipated  in  the  various  RA  camps. 

And  a  group  of  Acteens  is  readying  Academy.  goal  of  $6,200  was  exceeded  with  a  More  recently,  the  RAs  collected  toys 

for  a  missions  trek.  Led  by  Ro6emar>’  Howard  Peak,  pastor  of  the  Fort  grand  total  of  $27,683.  for  Ky  and  Vince  Johnston,  the 

Spinks  and  Deborah  Whetstone,  the  Adams  Baptist  Mission,  which  is  The  home  missions  offering  goal  children  of  the  Vic  Johnstons  who  are  j 

group  will  travel  to  the  Petit  Bay  Area  sponsored  by  Woodville,  recently  was  $3,300,  bur$4,323  was  collected  in  living  in  Teresina,  Brazil.  ^ 

near  Cookson,  Okla.,  in  June,  after  traveled  to  Laurel,  Montana,  where  only  two  weeks.  In  a  recent  worship  service,  the  RA 

putting  in  50  hours  of  study  and  he  preached  in  a  Good  News  America  And  in  1985,  when  world  hunger  chapter  was  officially  named  the  Benny  Still,  right,  presents  license  to 

witnessing  preparation.  Those  who  revival.  needs  were  presented  to  the  church,  Howard  Peak  Chapter  in  honor  of  the  Chris  Wheeler, 

will  be  going  as  Acteens  Activators  in-  Gene  Rutkowski,  Rogers  McGraw,  it  responded  with  the  check  for  $10,000  mission  pastor.  He  is  a  regular  guest  pastor  of  Arlington  Heights  Church, 

elude  Tammy  Carter,  Rhonda  Sharp,  and  James  Spinks  have  just  return-  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  relief  at  RA  campouts  and  hikes.  Pascagoula  in  June.  It  is  exciting  to 

Teresa  McCurley,  Mona  Lynn  ed  from  a  work  trip  to  Lame  Deer,  program.  Since  January,  1986,  an  ad-  These  events  and  involvement  have  know  that  the  mission  spirit  which 

Whitaker,  and  Misti  Smith.  Montana,  where  they  assisted  men  ditional  $2,852  has  been  collected  and  been  under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  was  bom  in  Woodville  Baptist  Church 

Another  development  in  the  mission  from  Centerville  Church,  Centerville,  disbursed.  Ben  Carlisle,  including  completion  of  when  it  was  organized  in  1796  is  still 

ministry  spirit  of  the  church  has  been  Miss.,  and  from  First  Church,  Other  inissions  organizations  in-  a  renovation  of  the  exterior  of  the  alive  and  well  today  — 190  years  later, 

the  surrender  of  two  of  Woodville’s  Zachary,  La.,  in  building  a  church  elude  a  full  program  of  women’s  ac-  sanctuary  which  was  built  in  1809.  Benny  Still  is  minister  of  music  and 

young  men  to  the  ministry.  John  building  on  the  Cheyenne  Indian  ti vities  with  125  involved  in  WMU.  The  Carlisle  will  be  assuming  duties  as  youth,  Wo^ville  Church,  Woodville. 


Temple,  Hattiesburg,  will  dedicate 
new  education,  music  facilities 


Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg,  will  Bible  study  facility  at  9:30  a.m.  on 
hold  special  dedication  services  for  its  June  1. 

new  education  and  music  facilities,  ^  dedication  service  will  be  held  at 

=  U  .  .  10:45  a  m.,  at  which  special  guests 

The  $1.5  million,  two-story  addition  will  be  Upyd  Elder,  president,  Baptist 
wiU  mcre^  the  classroom  space  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  and 
avaikble  for  pi^schoolers  through  Kelly.  Jackson,  executive 

ad^ts,  and  wiU  prwide  a  music  secretary,  Mississippi  Baptist 
rehearsal  area  that  will  accom- 

modate  120  choir  members.  Conventioa  r 

In  addition  to  the  new  construction.  ^  ribbon  cutting  is  scheduled  at  2- 
the  fellowship  hall  and  kitchen  have  P-*"-  foUowed  by  openliouse  in  the  new 
been  extensively  renovated,  and  other  addition. 

areas  of  the  church  building  have  At  7  p.m.,  a  new  Steinway  concert 
undergone  some  renovation.  The  pro-  grand  piano  will  be  dedicated.  Special 
perty  has  been  landscaped  and  addi-  guest  at  this  service  will  be  musician 
tional  parking  has  been  developed.  Kurt  Kaiser  from  Word,  Inc. 

The  church  will  begin  using  the  new  Harry  Lucenay  is  pastor. 


Peace  Committee  decries 


First  Church,  Crystal  Springs, 
celebrates  125th  anniversary 


First  Church,  Columbus,  has  called 
Lee  Sanders  as  minister  of  youth. 
Sanders  goes  frxmi  Plaza  Heights 
Church,  Blue  Springs,  Mo.  He  is  a 
native  of  Missouri.  Joe  McKeever  is 

By  Barbara  Taylor  pastor. 

First  Church.  Coffceville,  has  call- 

First  Church,  CrysUl  Springs,  will  director.  ed  Truman  D.  Scarbortxigh  as  pastor, 

be  celebrating  its  125th  anniversary  The  church,  has  also  produced  He  goes  from  East  Philadelphia, 
on  June  29.  ouUUnding  leaders  through  the  Philadelphia,  where  he  has  served 

First  Church,  accepted  into  the  years.  John  Lee  Taylor,  pastor  of  since  July,  1961. 

Copiah  Association  (A  Southern  Bap-  West  Jackson  Church,  Jackson,  ,  ’  ,  <  o  , 

tist  churches  in  September,  1861,  has  Tenn.,  and  Jim  Didlake  who  serves  as  D 

grown  from  its  original  membership  consultant  in  the  State  Brotherhood  Lhurch,  (jmtMn,  hM  been 

of  “10  males  and  9  females”  to  a  total  Department  are  both  products  of  the  ^  serve  at  Macedonw  Church, 

of  1,569.  church.  David  Murray,  who  served  as  Doggett  will  begin  ser- 

First  Baptist  was  a  leader  in  minister  of  youth,  serves  with  his  wife 


DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT  WILLUM  CAREY 


COLLEGE  IS  ALSO  ON  THE  BEAUTIFUL 
MISSISSIPPI  GULF  COAST? 

•  th«  SAME  quality  Christian  aducatlon  In  a  baachfront 
aatting 

•  a  FULL  SERVICE  campus:  day  S  avaning  couraas  for 
graduata,  undargraduata  and  pra-profaaalonal  dagraa 
study 

•  modam  canipus  living  In  naw  apartmants  for  marriad  and 
aingla  atudanta 

•  tall  tarm  raglatratlon  on  August  28 

•  visit  or  writs  at  1858  Baach  Driva,  Gulfport  39501;  or  call 
(801)  855-1500 


Devotional 
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Infehsive  care 


'Selby  preaches 
in  Seoul,  Korea 


Drugs  are  just  as  deadly 
as  a  loaded  gun. 
Dont  take  chances 
with  your  life 


I  By  Marciu  Finch  | 

Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  tin  against  thee  (Psalm 
119:11). 

While  growing  up,  most  of  us  played  the  childhood  game,  “Hide  and  Seek.”  R  Fred  Sdby  Jr.,  pastor  of  the 

You  remember,  one  person  was  selected  to  be  “it."  He  would  close  his  eyes  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg,  left  May 
and  count  to  100  while  everyone  else  ran  and  hid.  The  object  of  the  game  was  13,  on  a  three-week  mission  trip  to 
to  work  your  way  back  to  “base”  without  being  caught.  |^■■|Bi■■||Seoul,  Korea. 

'Hie  psalmist  acbnonishing  us  to  hide  the  word  in  our  heart  Under  the  qxmsor- 

was  a  means  of  guarding  against  sinnning  against  God.  ^H|^^^^^Hship  of  the  SBC 
How  can  we  do  this?  The  answer  appears  to  be  memoriza-  ^^iFbreign  Mission 

tion  of  scriptures.  When  we  memorize  scripture,  we  can  Board,  Selt^  will 

digest  it  into  our  hearts  and  then  into  our  Uves.  one  of  approx- 

As  an  elementary  student,  I  can  remember,  on  Monday  ^H^««|Syii^Himately  75  pastors 
mornings  the  teacher  asked  the  students  about  their  Sun-  ^HB^^I^I^Hparticipating. 
day  School  lesson  and  gave  us  opportunity  to  quote  Bible  The  toam  is  hop- 

verses.  Maybe  you,  too,  can  remember  talking  to  your  to  start  80  new 

grandparents  about  something  important  at  the  time  and  Selby  churches  in  this 


Are  spiritual  needs  and 
physical  problems  related? 


What  is  your  opinion  about  the  reia-  and  physical  illnesses.  Problems 
tion  between  spiritual  needs  and  resulting  from  the  abuse  of  alcohol 
physical  problems  of  alcoholism  and  and  other  drugs  are  mind  boggling.  I 
drug  addiction?  have  seen  methods  of  a  spiritual 

I  think  there  is  no  question  but  that  nature  applied  that  help  signiflcant- 
the  spiritual  needs,  or  “spirituality,”  ly.  They  are  the  “penicillin”  for 
has  a  lot  to  do  with  healing.  Unfor-  recovery  from  drug  addiction  and 
tunately,  this  has  not  been  a  topic  us-  alcoholism  in  the  same  way  that 
ed  by  conventional  physicians,  penicillin  is  administered  in  the  treat- 
SpirUual  healing  has  much  to  do  with  ment  of  infections  in  conventional 
restoration  from  mental,  emotional,  medicine. 

Testimony:  No  longer  an  island 


Finch  _  _ 

they,  with  a  remark  like  “Well,  you  know  what  the  Bible  says,”  would  quote  “church  planting”  crusade. 
bel[rful  Bible  verses.  But  it  seems  today  that  less  importance  is  placed  on  cwn-  Selby  has  received  a  special  invita- 
mitting  Bible  verses  to  heart.  We  need  to  remember  that  nothing  can  replace  tion  from  Byung-Kil  Kim,  a'  PH.D. 
the  Word  of  God  in  our  lives.  candidate  at  the  University  of 

When  we  hide  the  Word  in  our  hearts,  it  surfaces  when  we  need  it  the  most.  Southern  Mississippi,  to  attend,  in 
In  times  of  trouble,  stress,  and  sorrow,  God’s  word  guides  us  safely  through  Seoul,  Kim’s  fathers  60th  birthday 
the  difficulty.  As  the  psalmist  speaks  again,  “Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  celebration  (a  special  day  in  the  life 
feet  and  a  light  unto  my  path”  (Psalm  119:105).  of  a  Korean).  Kim  is  the  president  of 

How  much  of  God’s  word  is  hidden  in  your  heart?  'There  is  always  room  the  Korean  Student  Association  at 
for  more!  Let  us  conunit  ourselves  to  hiding  God’s  word  in  our  heart  and  allow-  USM  and  a  member  of  the  Intema- 
ing  it  to  seek  us  out  in  times  of  need  and  guide  us  safely  homeward.  tional  Friendship  Sunday  School  f-iagg 

I  was  bom  and  reared  in  a  Christian  keep  on  living  the  way  you  are.”  Marcus  Finch  is  pastor,  Oakland  Heights,  Meridian.  at  Main  Street  (Thurch. 

home.  My  first  experience  with  God  I  thought  about  my  friend’s  com-  ^1  y  I 

was  at  the  age  of  nine,  and  I  was  very  ments.  I  firmly  believe  that  (Jod  JdCkSOIl. 

sincere.  As  I  grew  older,  I  started  cut-  helped  me  to  see  that  if  I  wanted  my  1  l  O  r  1 

ting  down  on  church  and  got  more  in-  life  to  change  and  to  become  produc-  CClcbrfltCS  oStll 
volved  with  self.  In  time,  I  lost  sight  tive  again,  then  the  help  would  have 

of  my  commitment  to  God.  At  the  age  to  come  outside  of  me.  I  prayed  a  sim-  Calvary  Church,  Jackson,  will 
of  16, 1  took  my  first  drink  of  alcohol;  pie  prayer,  “God,  help!  ”  I  gained  a  celebrate  its  85th  anniversary,  June  1. 
and  I  thought  that  I  had  found  the  sense  of  relief  and  ho^.  The  weight  Dorothy  Price,  daughter  of 

magic  elixir  that  made  me  equal  to  of  the  world  which  I  had  carried  for  Calvary’s  first  pastor,  and  all 

or,  in  a  lot  of  cases,  superior  to  peo-  years  lifted.  members  prior  to  1929,  when  -e 

pie  around  me.  I  immediately  started  I  truly  know  today  the  meaning  of  church  was  located  at  Lemon  and 

using  alcohol  as  a  crutch  to  fill  the  being  b^  again.  Few  people  get  a  se-  west  Capitol  in  Jackson,  will  be 
void  in  my  life  and  gradually  became  cond  chance  of  life;  but  at  the  age  of  recognized. 

more  and  more  abusive  of  alcohol.  I  39,  I  was  able  to  start  my  life  over.  xhe  events  will  include  a  reception 
reached  the  point  that  I  realized  I  had  I’m  talking  about  a  relationship  I  for  the  older  members,  a  special  wor- 
a  problem.  I  tried  to  leave  alcohol  have  with  God,  a  relationship  with  my  ship  and  celetnation  service,  displays, 
alone;  but  the  harder  I  tried,  the  more  family,  the  people  around  me,  and  tte  dinner  on  the  ground  on  the  west  lawn, 

I  drank.  people  of  my  church.  The  and  children’s  activities. 

I  made  a. lot  of  promises  to  (jod  in  materialistic  things  that  were  very  joe  H.  Tuten,  pastor,  was  recently 


This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  Is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 


Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Interest  on  the  bonds  will  be  payble  semi-annually.  The 
bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
9  per  cent  to  1 1  per  cent  depending  upon  the  maturity 
date  as  set  forth  in  the  Prospectus. 


Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or 
writing: 

CITIZENS  AND  SOUTHERN 
SECURITIES  CORPORATION 
ATTN:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  N.E.  ‘  ' 

18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 
404/897-3200 


Shraugers  will  coordinate 
volunteers  in  Jackson  Co. 


Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Prospectus 


L.  Harold  and  Nell  Shrauger,  members  of  Arlington  Heights  (Thurch, 
Pascagoula,  are  being  commissioned  through  the  Home  Mission  Board’s 
Mission  Service  Corps.  He  will  serve  as  coordinator  of  volimtedr  mis¬ 
sions  in  Jackson  County  Baptist  Association. 

The  Shraugers  were  commissioned  at  Arlington  Heights  May  18,  dur¬ 
ing  the  evening  service  They  are  in  Atlanta  May  25-29  for  orientation 
by  the  Home  Mission  Board. 


Address 


State 


L.  H.  and  Nell  Shrauger 
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Crossgates  Church,  Brandon  held  a  ground  breaking 
cerenfjony,  April  27  for  its  new  1200-seat  sanctuary.  The 
building  will  also  include  a  choir  suite  and  new  offices.  Break- 
i.ig  ground  for  the  church  are  pictured  (from  left)  Tom  Thorn- 
‘on,  representing  the  church’s  charter  members;  Hal 


Ainsworth,  representing  the  newest  member;  James  McOill, 
building  committee  chairman;  and  Davis  Odom,  pastor.  Look¬ 
ing  on  are  the  church's  charter  members,  building  committee 
members,  and  the  church  staff. 


Woolmarket  Church,  Biloxi,  recent-  I  * 

ly  held  its  singles’  ministry 

event,  a  Silkies  Weekend.  Price  Har-  ; 

ris,  associate  pastor  and  singles  ^ 

ministry  leader  from  Calvary  . 

Church,  Shreveport,  La.,  was  guest 

speaker.  M.  L.  Paler  is  pastor.  ' 

“Woolmarket  is  in  the  process  of  ,  j;  *  ^  ’*» 

starting  a  weekly  fellowship  and  ac- 

secretary.  Summerwood  Church,  Olive  Branch,  held  dedication  services  of  its  new  buildino 

May  4.  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary,  MBCB,  brought  the  message. 

The  church  sponsored  by  Greenbrook  Church,  was  begun  April  3, 1983,  with  Er- 
Baptist  Women  of  the  Quarter  for  Brown,  director  of  missions.  Northwest  Association,  serving  as  mission  pastor. 
Jan.-Feb.-Mar.  were  selected  at  the  Armond  Taylor  was  called  as  the  first  pastor  in  June  1983  and  has  continued  to  serve 
April  Baptist  Women’s  meeting  at  today.  “The  church  is  now  reaching  more  than  100  for  the  average  Sunday 
Woolmarket  Church.  Corsagei^  were  School  attendance,  and  is  also  giving  more  than  10  percent  to  missions  and  has 
presented  to  Mrs.  Connie  Sherman,  ®**  organizations  operating. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Roberts,  and  Mrs.  Belin-  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  provided  $50,000  for  the  church  to  pur- 


Mid-America  Seminary 


(Continued  from  page  6)  hours  in  an  SBC  seminary  for  non- 

ust  be  active  in  this  church.  They  Southern  Baptist  seminary  graduates 
list  tithe  to  the  church.  They  must  was  made  by  the  trustees  of  the 
;  active  soul-winners  at  all  times.  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  not  con- 
liey  must  be  available  for  counseling  venthm  bureaucrats.  Hie  trustees  are 
’  consultation  at  all  times  to  the  elected  by  messengers  to  the  conven- 
udents.  They  must  believe  the  Holy  tkm. '’Hie  reason  is  that  the  mis- 
ible  in  its  entirety.  sionaries’  salaries  will  be  paid  by 

Now,  may  I  ask  this  question :  what  Southern  Baptist  money,  therefore  the 
wrong  with  Mid-America  requirement  is  that  each  appointee 
sminary?  C^d  it  be  because  the  must  have  at  least  some  courses  from 
ireaucrats  in  the  Southern  Baptist  a  Southern  Baptist  seminary.  The  re- 
HivenUon  can’t  COTtrol  it???  quirement  does  not  discriminate 

W.  A.  (Bill)  McRaney  against  Mid-America  Seminary 
Florence  because  it  is  the  same  in  the  case  of 

all  non-Southern  Baptist  seminaries. 
The  decision  to  require  additional  —  Editor. 


“Bro.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Carraway  Tom  and  Janie  Lovorn  have  co- 
Day”  is  planned  for  June  1,  at  Calvary  authored  a  book.  Building  A  Caring 
Church,  Geveland.  The  Carraways  ^  '.  ...  .  . .  . 

wiU  be  honored  during  the  regular  ^«rch.  ^blish^ 
worehip  service  Lunch  will  be  serv-  division  of^^n^ure^.  Lovorn  is 
ed  by  the  ladies  of  the  church  for  « City,  and  former 
them,  their  cWIdren,  and  the  church  Church.  Bruce  and 

staff  at  the  home  of  their  daughter.  Church.  Slate  Spni^,  He  is 

Charlotte  Knight.  A  reception  will  be  5^  of  Momumental  Church  m 
held  in  the  church  fellowship  haU  at  ^fetersburg,  Va. 

2  p.m.  *  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Johnson  will 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Lord  Chapman,  88,  celebrate  their  Golden  Wedding  An- 
died  April  22  at  the  home  of  her  "iversary,  June  1,  from  2  to  4  p.m.  in 
daughter,  Mrs.  Thelma  C.  Barland,  die  Family  Life  Center  of  State 
Hermanville.  The  funeral  was  held  Boulevard  Church,  Meridian. 

April  23  in  Port  Gibson,  with  B.  E.  WUI  McRaney  has  assumed  his 
Padgett  and  R.  A.  Tullos,  both  of  duties  as  full  time  minister  of  youth 
Magee,  and  both  former  pastiM?  at  at  Faith  Church,  Starkville.  He  is  a 
Hermanville,  officiating,  assisted  by  native  of  Natchez, 

Scott  Thomas,  Hermanville  pastor.  ^^^^^^^Hwhere  he  starred 
Mrs.  Chapman  had  served  as  football  and 

treasurer  of  Hermanville  Church  for  baseball  at  Sinith 

many  years.  Her  grandparents  and  ^^HM^IMNatchez  High 
great-grandfather  were  charter  ^■School.  McRaney 

members  there.  A  lifelong  resident  of  ^Hreceived  a  B.A.  in 

Hermanville,  she  had  taught  in  the  old  ^Hbusiness  from 

Hermanville  School,  and  was  a  ^HMississippi  State 

businesswoman.  Her  husband.  Earnest  ^Bunivorsity. 


Gatcsville  (Copiah):  June  1-6;  Sun-  Shady  Grove  (Ciqiiah)  will  host  a 
day,  11  a.m.,  dinner  afterward,  no  Lay  Renewal  Weekend  June  6, 7,  and 
night  service;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  8.  Comxiinator  is  Sidney  Ellis  of 
Gene  Martin,  pastor,  EJmwood,  Lake  Greenwood.  Danny  Watkins  is  pastor. 
Providence,  La.,  speaker;  Daniel  and 
Julie  Lee,  First,  Terry,  music;  Jerry 
Bowman,  pastor. 
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(For  Young  Readers) 

Nations  and  Imaginations 

By  lUlirii  C.  Petertdh 


Prayer  for  ‘one  contact’ 
yields  whole  new  church 


capital  of  EquattMial  Guinea,  is  others  began  to  come” 
located.  Their  strategy  is  to  establish  Crisantos  said  sadly,  ‘T  know  that 
a  strong  work  there,  with  future  plans  you  sing  hynuis,  but  I  don’t  know  a 
to  extend  the  work  to  the  continental  single  hymn.  I  have  heard  them  here 
part  of  Equatorial  Guinea.  in  Malabo,  but  I  haven’t  been  here 

While  the  one  other  couple  who  enough  to  get  the  music  in  my  mind.” 
work  with  them  were  on  furlou^,  the  Charles  taught  him  to  sing  three 
Whittens  felt  limited  in  what  they  hymns  before  be  left, 
could  do  toward  opening  a  Baptist  The  Whittens  went  to  visit  this 
work  on  the  continent.  Over  a  period  unusual  “cmigregation”  in  April,  to 
of  months  they  offered  many  prayers  ’baptize  Crisantos  in  a  river  near 
about  the  situation.  The  following  is  where  the  Baptist  church  is  to  stand. 
Indy  Whitten’s  account  of  the  way  .Jerry  and  Jo  Meeks  are  studying 
their  prayers  are  being  answered.  Spanish  in  Madrid  and  expect  to  ar- 
One  day  in  late  1985  the  Whittens  nve  to  work  on  the  continent  of 
were  at  the  church  in  Malabo  for  an  Equatmial  Guinea  in  the  fall  of  1966. 
English  class.  A  man  named  Crisan-  Terry  and  Kathy  Walker  will  soon  be 
tos,  a  policeman  from  the  continent,  in  Madrid  studying  Spanish  and  ex- 
came  by  and  said  that  he  wanted  to  pect  to  join  the  Meeks  in  1967. 
ask  a  favor.  He  was  soon  to  be  mar-  Mrs.  Whitten  concludes.  “Whocould 
rifed  and  he  was  taking  the  dowry  to  ever  imagine  that  a  prayer  would  be 
his  future  in-laws.  He  had  drawn  the  so  exceedingly  abundantly  answered? 
money  out  of  a  Malabo  bank  and  was  Human  faith  asks  for  ‘just  one  good 
uneasy  about  having  a  rather  large  contact’  on  the  continent.  God 
amount  on  his  pers<Mi.  He  wanted  to  answers  by  giving  40!” 
know  if  Charles  Whitten  would  keep 
the  money  for  him  until  he  was  able 
to  get  passage  to  the  continent. 
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*■- 'll #  nil  Tb  say  the  least,  this  was  an  unusual 

#  I  \  M  iMf  request  and  Whitten  replied  that  he 

p  >  I  I  \  •  M  would  be  glad  to  do  a  favor,  but  that 

p.  '  jL  -I  ^  '  M  ^  ^ 

sohitely  assure  him  that  nothing 
would  teppen  to  the/nooey.  Crisantos 
f  gj  A  f\  J!L  was  understanding  and  took  the 

^  ^  money  back  that  be  had  already  plac¬ 

ed  on  the  table 

Crisantos  began  to  come  to  services 

Can  you  imagine  an  elephant  in  the  map  of  Aiaska?  Color  at  the  church  and  made  a  visit  to  the 
le  elephant.  Whitten  bouse  He  received  a  Bible 

and  literature  on  bow  to  be  saved; 

. _  what  Baptists  believe,  etc  One  Thurs- 

'  "  ■  ■  '  '  day  he  came  early  to  jM^yer  meeting 

f.  .  .  •  rs  •  ...  and  sat  in  the  little  chapel  and  read 

llSSlSSippi  JDaptlSt  activities  for  an  hour  in  the  BlUe 

The  next  day  Cristanos  left  Malabo 

ine  1  Baptist  Record  Sunday  (BR  Emphasis);  Religious  Liberty  Sun-  and  that  night  he  called  from  the  con- 

tinent.  He  said  he  felt  sure  his  trips  to 
Malabo  were  providential  and  that  he 
had  given  his  heart  to  Jesus. 

Some  weeks  passed  and  one  morn¬ 
ing  Crisantos  called  and  began  to 
relate  a  series  ol  happenings  that 
were  almost  hard  to  believe  He  said 
that  be  bad  been  witnessing  to  people 
in  his  area  and  that  be  had  40  who 
were  intaested  in  the  gospel,  who  are 
reading  the  Bible. 

“We  are  going  to  build  a  Baptist 
church  in  our  city”  (a  city  on  the 
north  highway  about  55  miles  from 
Baba,  the  capital  of  the  continental 
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Specializing  in  spiritual  emphasis  the 
Qalilee  Retraal  •  the  premier  Christian 
Retreat  on  the  Gutf  CoM. 

Locaied  in  Panama  City  Beach,  directly 
on  the  Quif  of  Mexico,  the  Galilee  provides 
for  all  your  needs  mduding  3  great  meals 
a  day  and  all  your  Imans  and  towels  for  your 
comfort. 
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•  Uniform:  Called  to  a  difficult  task 

•  Bible  Book:  The  rededication  of  Jerusalem 

•  Life  and  Work:  With  new  Christians 


Called  to  a  difficult  task 


is  called  into  the  pastorate,  will  always  be  with  us  (Mt.  28:20).  Chi- 
evangelism  or  to  missions,  there  is  ly  as  we  respond  affirmatively  to 
still  the  call  to  serve.  Laypersons 
By  Gus  Merritt  reigned  eleven  more  years  after  should  follow  God’s  call  to  serve 

Jeremiah  1:4-10,  13-14,  17-19  Jeremiah’s  call.  Jehoiakim  was  the  within  their  own  vocations. 

Jeremiah  lived  and  prophesied  dur-  vassal  of  Eg3rpt  and  then  Babylon.  He  Jeremiah  felt  inadequate  to  re- 
ing  one  of  the  darkest  and  most  dif-  tried  to  survive  by  alliances  with  spond  to  God’s  call  to  him.  He  pro- 
ficult  periods  of  Israel’s  history,  the  those  two  powers.  Jehoiakim  reigned  tested  that  he  was  too  young  (v.  6), 
latter  part  of  the  seventh  century  and  for  eleven  years.  Zedekiah  reigned  for  This  is  characteristic  of  all  who  have 
the  first  part  of  the  sixth  century  BC.  eleven  years  and  his  reign  was  mark-  been  called  of  God.  When  God  con 
The  northern  kingdom  of  Israel  had  ed  by  a  fast  decline  religiously, 
long  since  been  destroyed  and  Judah,  morally  and  politically, 
the  southern  kingdom,  is  in  the  last  Jeremiah’s  call  (1:4-10). 
days.  Jeremiah’s  ministry  was  dur-  Jeremiah’s  call  was  not  visionary 

ing  the  reign  of  five  kings.  Only  three  was  Isaiah’s  call  (Is.'6:l-6)  but  was  bably  in  hislate  teens  or  early  twen 
are  given  in  1:2-3.  The  other  two,  like  an  audible  call  from  God  (v.  4).  .  -  - 

Jehoahaz  and  Jehoiachin,  reigned  on-  God’s  call  to  Jeremiah  came  before 

ly  three  months  each.  'Their  reigns  his  birth.  God  is  not  bound  by  time  which  he  ca'lk.  Also,  the  extent  <rf  the 
were  too  short  to  be  considered,  and  space,  therefore  God  is  not  taken 
Josiah  instituted  reforms  but  they  by  surprise.  In  his  foreknowledge, 

Josiah’s  popularity.  ITiey  were  not 
deeply  rooted  in  reverence  for  God 
and  his  word  and  did  not  last.  Josiah 


usefulness.  Let  (jod  decide  that.  God  message  (v.  17a).  If  Jeremiah 
fronts  us,  we  respond  with  awe  and  can  and  will  use  us  if  we  are  willing,  becomes  cowardly  before  the  people, 

fear.  Although  the  wwd  used  for  child  The  message  Jeremiah  was  to  he  will  be  put  to  shame  (v.  17b).  The 

is  a  relative  term  and  was  used  for  deliver  to  Judah  was  that  an  evil  reason  Jeremiah  is  not  to  be  afraid  is 

as  Joshua  at  age  45,  Jeremiah  was  pro-  enemy  from  the  north  would  come  given  in  verses  18-19.  Jeremiah  will 

I-  ,  upon  them^  God  would  use  a  nation  to  be  a  defensed  city,  an  iron  pillar,  and 
ties.  Along  vdth  God’s  call  comes  execute  his  judgement  against  Judah,  brazen  walls.  He  would  stand  against 

God’s  equipping  for  the  service  to  This  is  God’s  sovereignty.  Jeremiah  the  whole  land  and  its  population. 

- J  received  a  vision  of  a  boiling  Jeremiah  would  be  victorious 

call  is  given.  Jeremiah  is  set  over  the  cauldron.  The  nations  of  because  no  one  would  prevail  against 

„  j  nations  and  his  mission  is  both  Mesiqwtamia,  of  which  Babylon  was  him  and  God  would  deliver  him.  This 

were  effective  mostly  because  of  God  knew  each  one  of  us  before  we  destructive  and  constructive  (vs.  one,  were  in  a  conflict  with  each  other  holds  true  to  everyone  who  answers 

were  even  conceived.  For  the  Chris-  S-ID) .  to  establish  superiwity .  This  conflict  God’s  caU  to  serve, 

flan,  thw  are  two  calls.  The  first  caU  We  should  never  be  afraid  to  would  spill  over  into  Judah.  We  need  Gus  Merritt  is  pastor,  Clarke 

IS  to  salvation  and  the  second  call  is  answer  God’s  call  to  us.  God  will  not  to  remember  that  God  will  not  Venable.  Decatur. 

Somewere  volunteers  (11:2).  In  Psa.  The  revival  in  Neh.  8-l0  was  the 
^  A 1  110:3  and  in  Song  of  Solomon  6:11-12  basis  of  the  people’s  willingness  to  do 

dLlfJll  IJJL  J  UJ7LIS3.10II1  we  have  illustrations  of  those  who  do  God’s  will.  Note  the  sevenfold  work 

1  ,  u  -  ^  God’s  work  willingly.  There  is  a  song  the  people  were  to  perform.  1.  Some 

die  East.  God  selected  this  area  for  his  7: 4  we  have  an  attempt  to  repopulate  which  talks  about  going  where  he  workedonthehouseof  God  (1112)  2 

missionary  to  evangelize  the  the  city  but  it  was  interrupted  by  a  wants  us  to  go  and  doing  what  he  Some  defend  Jerusalem  (11:14).  3. 

world  thi^gh  his  ch^n  people.  He  revival  which  is  recorded  in  wants  us  to  do.  The  people  blessed  Some  maintained  the  temple  (11:16). 

promi^  Abraham  ^t  throu^  tom  Nehemiah  8-10.  The  problem  involv-  those  who  were  willing  of  their  own  Some  were  in  the  temple  choir  (1117) 

Gen.  ed  m  the  rededication  of  Jerusalem  accord  to  remain  in  Jerusalem.  B.  5.  Some  kept  the  city  gates  (11:19).  6. 
12:1-3).  Jesi^  ^id  that  salvation  is  of  was  the  lack  of  people  living  in  the  ci-  Some  were  not  volunteers  (11:1).  The  Some  were  administrators  (11:22).  7. 
the  Jews  (cf  Jolui  ^22).  ty.  This  meant  t^t  the  missionary  method  of  casting  lots  was  used  to  Some  were  government  leaders 

Jerusalem  was  to  bea  light  to  Israel  purpose  of  the  city  with  its  mission  determine  ten  percent  of  the  Jews  in  (11-24) 
and  to,.|h|  natifips  pf  the.world.  The  thrust  would  be  hampered.  According  the  land  wha  were  to  reside  in  III.  The  purpose  involved  in 
temple  ministry  was  to  be  a  f^tain  to  7 : 3  the  enemies  were  constantly  Jerusalem.  The  casting  of  lots  is  often  rededication  ( 12 : 27-47 )  In  111 
of  truth  giving  the  water  of  life  to  all  seeking  to  overcome  Jerusalem.  Since  used  in  the  Bible  to  determine  the  wiU  Jerusalem  is  caUed  the  “holy  city  ’’  It 
Mtions.  Tha  IS  l«autifully  sf^en  of  there  were  so  few  in  Jerusalem  they  of  God.  A  close  study  will  reveal  that  was  “holy”  because  of  its  association 
n  Zechariah  13.1  and  14.8-9.  The  na-  had  to  mainly  try  to  defend  the  city  this  method  is  used  to  determine  the  with  God.  'The  temple,  the  symbolic 
tions  of^  world  have  a  natural  con-  and  therefore  could  not  give  attention  who  of  God’s  will  as  over  against  the  dwelling  place  of  (Jod,  was  the  reason 
toct  with  Jw^lem  due  to  it  strategic  to  the  ministry  of  the  temple  with  its  what  of  God’s  will.  In  Lev.  16:6-10  lots  that  it  was  holy.  When  the  people  got 
^  mi^ionary  intent.  were  used  to  determine  which  goat  right  with  Gfod  and  were  obedient  to 

^ve  evangehz^  the  world.  The  II.  The  people  involved  in  rededica-  would  be  sacrificed.  In  Num.  26:55  the  him  then  the  presence  and  power  of 

rededication  of  Jerusalem  was  tion  (11:1-12:26).  In  Nehemiah  10:37-39  land  was  divided  by  lots.  In  I  Sam.  God  would  be  manifest  through 

uJUmately  to  be  for  this  purpose.  the  people  had  tithed  their  produce  14:41-42  the  casting  of  lots  was  used  Jerusalem  (cf.  2  Chroh.  6:41-  7:1-3 
aspects  of  and  now  they  tithe  themselves  (11:1).  to  determine  who  hdd  offended  (Jod.  Hag  2:7  9 

^  *"  In  Acts  1:15-26  Judas’ successor  was  Conclusion.  In  Acts  1:8  the  gospel 

ed  in  rededication  (11:1).  In  Nehemiah  Jerusalem  came  from  twosources.  A.  chosen  by  lots. _  was  to  begin  in  Jerusalem  and  go  to 

^  o  ty  and  trust  that  his  life  and  message  Finally,  however,  he  asked,  “Mommy,  ®"‘!®  ^ 

.11  lldLlcinS  were  vindicated  by  the  results  of  his  am  I  real?”  My  wife  says  she  thought  ®'".  its  temple  was 

5ood  news  about  Jesus  Christ  -  were  for  a  moment  and  then  responded,  ^  Pnr^es  of 

.h.«ver  I  go  ami  u.  whomwer  "Gavim  wlml  la  r..l  U,  your  With 

■peak  and  I  am  not  guilty!”  TTie  prionty  of  authenticity  (vs.  5-6)  n8®l®ss  insight,  he  answered,  Iknow  oniHt  u/hntannWoc  / 

Paul  was  a  man  of  the  Word  and  his  Paul’s  answer  to  the  charge  of  God  makes  real!”  Paul’s  response  to  ffj  J 

rertainty  about  the  purity  of  his  preaching  for  personal  ego  gratifica-  lus  critics?  “I  have  no  need  for  games  ivi,.Kav  nastnr  ict  Rffi.nni 


-  Ai-  A  t  _  woo  UIKCll  Wlui  IWO 

was  not  being  silver  chalices  in  the  picture  that  he 

lie  real  problem,  Christians  need  to  hear.  missed  the  Christ.  In  frustration,  da 

ated,  “Not  only  As  a  three-year-old,  our  youngest  Vinci  painted  out  the  cups,  “it  is  not 
ocking  to  that  son  was  watching  my  wife  get  ready  that  that  I  wanted  you  to  see,”  he  cried 
ig  members  to  for  church.  After  observing  her  ritual  “It  is  that  face!”  When  people  see 
There  were  his  for  awhile,  he  pointed  to  her  lipstick  Christ’s  face  in  our  lives  and  actions 
and  jealousy  —  and  asked,  “Mommy,  is  that  real?”  then  we  can  say  with  Paul,  “In  all  I’ve 
n  'Thessalonica  When  she  answered  that  it  was,  he  done  among  you.  I’ve  done  it  out  of 
the  same  syn-  proceeded  to  ask  the  same  question  love  for  Christ  and  concern  for  you  ” 
was  one  of  sure-  about  several  items  on  the  table  McLeodb  pastor,  1st,  Hkttiesburg. 


